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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 





The Problem of Unanswered Prayer 


Tue Sunpay ScHooL, TIMES has been 
a great help and blessing to me for 
twenty years. My problem concerns 
prayer and God’s promises. I would 
like to know if it is wrong to claim an 
answer to prayer. In years past on 
many occasions I have had the assur- 
ance that God was going to answer; 
sometimes He did and sometimes He 
did not. Of course these prayers were 
always prayed, “If it be Thy will.” 

For two weeks now I have been dis- 
tressed, having been told that this was 
an awful thing, to the extent that I find 
it even hard to pray. Any advice or 
information you could give me on this 
will be greatly appreciated. I long to 
be restored to sweet fellowship with 
the Lord.—A Tennessee reader. 


In all our thinking about spiritual 
truth, God’s promises, and His dealings 
with us, we must always remember that 
He is infinite and that we are finite 
creatures. We must recognize that His 
knowledge is perfect while ours is im- 
perfect, and that it is His privilege, as 
our Creator, to hide certain things from 
us when He sees fit to do so, and not to. 
be required always to give us an ex- 
planation for His actions. “Behold, he 
taketh away, who can hinder him? who 
will say unto him, What doest thou?” 
(Job 9:12.) 

The perplexity evident in this cor- 
respondent’s letter is not uncommon 
among believers; and it may help her 
to remember that Peter said, “Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though 
Some strange thing happened unto you: 
... your adversary the devil, as a roar- 
ing lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour: whom resist stedfast in 
the faith, knowing that the same af- 
flictions are accomplished in your breth- 
ren that are in the world” (1 Pet. 4:12; 
5:8, 9). It is not enough merely to end 
a petition with the phrase, “If it be Thy 
will”; but this same attitude, which is 
good, must be carried over into the 
days, weeks, and perhaps months fol- 
lowing the prayer itself. 

One prerequisite of the effectual, fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man is that 
he himself must be right with God. “If 
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me” (Psa. 66:18). That is, 
I cannot expect an answer if I am con- 
sciously resisting God at any point or 
refusing to obey any of the clear. com- 
mandments of Scripture or any leading 
of the Spirit which He has impressed 
upon my heart. Even so, the basis of 
prayer is not our righteousness, but our 
standing in Christ as born-again be- 
lievers in Him. It is wrong to “claim an 
answer to prayer” if this means that, if 
the prayer is not answered, our faith in 
God’s righteousness, justice, and faith- 
fulness will be shaken. It is well to 
remember Abraham’s question, “Shall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
(Gen. 18:25), to which of course there is 
only one ariswer. 
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As long as we are in this body it is 
possible for our human minds to be 
mistaken. The writer can recall cases 
where Christians thought they had the 
assurance that loved ones would be 
healed, but when they were not, those 
who had prayed were thrown into great 
distress and temporary spiritual dark- 
ness. This is never necessary or right, 
for, as Isaiah said, “Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee: because he trusteth in thee” 
(Isa. 26:3). When our peace is de- 
stroyed, if we search our hearts, under 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit and in 
the light of the Word, we shall find 
that at some point, or on some issue, 
our minds are not really resting in God. 
The writer himself was suffering with a 
painful, ailment some years ago and ac- 
quaintances, who believed in divine 
healing, asked the privilege of praying 
with him, which they did, laying their 
hands upon him. But he was not healed 
of that trouble until some time later, 
when it was corrected by surgery. By 
God’s grace, his faith in God’s faithful- 
ness was not lost, though for some time 
he suffered great depression: 

It is not clear what the writer means 
when she says, “Having been told that 
this was an awful thing.” Whatever it 
may mean, she may be sure that the 
Devil is back of it when she is kept 
from prayer and does not enjoy fellow- 
ship with the Lord. He will always try 
to spoil these two great blessings for be- 
lievers. A good rule is: “Pray when 
you feel like it, pray when you don’t 
feel like it, pray until you do feel like 
it,” a rule given by Evangelist Hyman 
Appelman in his Philadelphia campaign 
in 1942. Surely the Lord never wants us 
to be out of fellowship with Him, and if 
we ask Him, He is always ready to 
show us what may have broken in upon 
that fellowship. If He speaks to our 
heart, showing us something that is 
wrong, then the way back is made 
clear to us: “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness” (1 John 1:9). 

So let the reader take courage, being 
assured that God loves her and wants to 
have fellowship with her, and also an- 
swer her prayers when He sees best to 
do so. 

Teach me to feel that Thou art always nigh; 


Teach me the struggles of the soul to bear, 
To check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh; 


Teach me the patience of unanswered prayer. ’ 


—George Croly, 1854 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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EDITORIALS 





Higher Ground 


HERE are certain mountain peaks in Scripture that 

represent to the Christian what Mont Blanc represents 
to an Alpinist: a peak that must be assaulted and con- 
quered, One of these is the Apostle Paul’s prayer in 
Colossians 1:9-11, where he asks “that ye might be filled 
with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding; that ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increas- 
ing in the knowledge of God; strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and long- 
suffering with joyfulness.” 

This is a peak that stands far above Mont Blanc. What 
Christian should not desire to be filled with the knowledge 
of God’s will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding? 
Is not this the longing of our hearts? To walk worthy of 
the Lord, to be fruitful, to increase in the knowledge of 
God: these represent vistas for the Christian far more 
majestic than can be achieved even from the summit of 
Mount Everest. Everest itself cannot begin to compare 
with the strength of the power of God that produces 
patience and longsuffering with joy. 

Yet it appears that men of the world are more eager to 
climb the Alps than Christians are to reach the summit of 
Colossians 19-11. Every summer thousands swarm to 
Austria, France, Germany, Italy, and Switzerland to engage 
the challenge of the Alps. They are not content to go 
sightseeing in the foothills, or to ride cable cars; they must 
climb and conquer for themselves. A look at the church 
today reveals thousands who are content to stroll around 
in the foothills and enjoy the scenery, oblivious of the life- 
and-death battle that is being waged among the dangerous 
cliffs far above. / 

That mountain climbing is serious business is revealed in 
the fact that last summer 268 persons lost their lives in the 


_ Alps. A record 385 died in the 1957 season. The Christian 


life is also an assault—against the perils of the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil. Anyone who sets out to climb Colos- 
sians 1:9-11 will not find it easy going. Paul says, “I have 
fought a good fight.” 

Why did so many die in the Alps? Soft living and fool- 
hardiness, say experienced Alpinists. Why do not more 
Christians climb Colossians 1:9-11? Possibly for the same 
reasons. You cannot reach the summit and still be a soft, 
flabby believer. You must be tough and disciplined. Things 
that may be legitimate, but which hinder the climb, must 
go. “Endure hardness,” Paul exhorted Timothy. Sudden 
storms that howled in across deceptively sunny skies caused 
many of the fatalities in the Alps. Christians, too, can be 
lulled to sleep by deceptively sunny skies. When the storms 
of life howl, they are not prepared because they have been 
living a soft, comfortable life. “If thou hast run with the 
footmen, and they have wearied thee,” God asked Jeremiah, 
“then how canst thou contend with horses? And if in the 
land of peace, wherein thou dwellest, they wearied thee, 
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan?” (12:5.) 
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Many climbers in the Alps perished because they set out 
in tennis shoes and shorts, without proper equipment or 
training. Starting in sunshine, a few hours later they found 
themselves trapped in fog or snow. Christians have been 
turned back in their ascent because they have tried to wage 
spiritual warfare in tennis shoes and shorts, so to speak. 
“We do not war after the flesh,” Paul declares. ‘The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of strong holds” (2 Cor. 10:3, 4). 

What is the Christian’s mountain-climbing equipment? 
Nothing less than the whole armor of God:. truth, right- 
eousness, the Gospel, faith, salvation, the Word of God, 
prayer (Eph.'6:14-18). Without these the high mountain 
peaks of Christian experience will never be conquered. If 
you have tried and have been turned back, check your 
equipment. You can be “strengthened with all might, 
according to his glorious power.” If you have never set 
out for higher ground, ask God for an unquenchable desire 
to climb and climb and climb for new vistas of God and 
His love, His will, and His power. 


“How Far Should | Go?” 


NE of the most painful problems faced by parents 

today is how to give the proper guidance to their 
children in a day when values are relative and when what 
is right is determined by whether or. not the majority is 
doing it and by whether or not the most popular young 
people in school are doing it. 

Typical of the uncertainty of the day are three recent 
books on young people’s problems, written by doctors and 
specialists in the psychiatry of adolescence. When it comes 
right down to the question, “How far should I go?” all of 
them have a different answer. 

One says, “Petting is a progression that follows a natural 
course toward a definite end. And that end is a veritable 
tragedy when it occurs outside of marriage.” The sécond 
says, “Today’s youngsters engage in a certain amount of 
love-making . . . because some intimacies are approved and 
accepted by their age-mates.” The third says, “Dating 
which leads to necking . . . is desirable and something you 
should look forward to.” 

It is obvious that if you look to the social experts for 
the answer you can find an answer to justify anything from 
hands off to the sky is the limit. The Christian young 
person finds himself bewildered by the prevailing opinion of 
the day and often he is frustrated because of a desire to 
be accepted. 

And yet just because there is no standard in the world 
does not mean there are no guideposts for the Christian 
teen-ager and for his parents. What. more practical and 
specific guidance can be had than that which is provided 
by the Word of God: “It is good for a man not to touch 
a woman”; “Flee also youthful lusts.” 

We must not be blind to the great pressures and tempta- 
tions of the day, but likewise we must not budge one inch 
from the standards of the Word of God. “Wherewithal 
shall a young man [or woman] cleanse his way? by taking 
heed thereto according to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). 
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THE TIMES News Survey 


© Alliance Enters Brazil—The Christian and 
Missionary Alliance will step up its missionary 
program in South America by entering the 
interior of Brazil in 1962. Four missionaries are 
under appointment to ‘leave for Brazil in Janu- 
ary, to begin Gospel work in medium-sized 
towns in the area south of the new jungle 
capital city of Brasilia. The Alliance has previ- 
ously concentrated its work in South America 
in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, and Argen- 
tina. Brazil will become the twenty-third coun- 
try in which the Alliance has missionary 
personnel stationed. The Christian. and Mis- 
sionary Alliance will celebrate its 75th anni- 
versary in 1962. During that year it hopes to 
send out at least 75 new missionaries. 


® Novel Use for Boat.—Boats are ordinarily 
used on water. But Assemblies of God mission- 
aries in Switzerland are filling a boat with water 
and using it as a baptistry! Conducting a tent 
ministry, the missionaries find the boat-baptistry 
a fine solution to a great problem. 

® Orphan Sponsor Gets Korea’s Highest Award. 
—Rev. Everett F. Swanson, Director of The Everett 
Swanson Evangelistic Association, Chicago, has 
been awarded Korea’s highest medal for for- 
eigners. Previously awarded to only 13 persons, 
the medal is in honor of his service to the people 
of Korea for the past ten years. Ten thousand 
children are cared for in the Association’s Korean 
homes. In October, the Christian Medical Soci- 
ety sent $300,000 worth of vitamins to Korea 
for use in these homes. The vitamins had been 
donated by manufacturers. The association also 
assists 197 national missionaries. 

® International Convention on Missionary 
Medicine.—The Christian Medical Society is spon- 
soring its second Missionary Medicine Convention 
at Wheaton College campus, December 26-29. 
The first convention, held in 1959, was attended 
by as many as 1,100 people. This year’s speak- 
ers will include CMS President William H. White- 
ley, Philadelphia neurosurgeon; Congressman 
Walter H. Judd (a former medical missionary); 
Dr. Robert Boyd Munger, pastor of Berkeley 
(Calif.) First Presbyterian Church; Dr. Arthur F. 
Glasser, Home Director of the China Iniand Mis- 
sion. Of approximately 800 American Prot- 
estant medical missionaries, over 500 are CMS 
members. Inquiries should be directed to 
Christian Medical Society, 1122 Westgate, Oak 
Park, Ill. 
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® Dr. Ockenga’s 25th Year at Park Street. _ 


Boston’s famed Park Street Congregational 
Church is celebrating the 25th anniversary of 


_ the pastorate of its minister, Dr. Harold John 


Ockenga, who helped establish Fuller Theological 
Seminary and the National Association of Evan- 
gelicals. A native of Chicago, Dr. Ockenga came 
to Park Street at the age of 31 from a Presby- 
terian church in Pittsburgh, Pa. When he. be- 
came minister in 1936, the church’s annual 
budget was $20,000. Today it is more than a 
half million dollars, of which $280,000 goes to 
missions. Twenty years ago the church sup- 
ported two missionaries. Today, the 2,200 
members support 115 missionaries in 39 coun- 
tries. Park Street Church was founded in 1809, 
after 15 of 17 Boston churches apostatized to 
Unitarian beliefs. 


® Scripture Press Appeals to Supreme Court.—__ 


Scripture Press Foundation, of Wheaton, Ill., has 
asked the U. S. Supreme Court to review de- 
cisions by two federal courts that revoked its 
tax-exempt status. Its sales of Sunday school 
materials and tracts totals nearly $2 million annu- 
ally. Official rulings have said, “The manufac- 
ture and supply [of religious materials] does not 
constitute a religious activity in itself but is a 
business of a kind ordinarily carried on for 
profit. . . . Since your primary activity consists 
of conducting a commercial enterprise . . . you 
cannot qualify for exemption.” A brief pre- 
pared by Scripture Press’s lawyers asserts that 
the decision threatens the tax-exempt status of 
all religious publishing houses, and that the 
ruling would jeopardize the tax-exempt status 
of many secular organizations, such as the Na- 
tional Geographic Society. 


® Trouble for Christians in Israel?—Political cir- 
cles in Jerusalem are saying that there is a strong 
likelihood that Israel’s new cabinet will appoint 
a special committee to inquire into Christian 
missionary activities in Israel. Demands for an 
inquiry were made by the National Religious 
Party. The issue was brought to a head last 
summer when a representative of the Roman. 
Catholic Church denied charges that missionary 
activities are conducted among Jewish students 
attending Christian schools. 





Next Wheb mee? 


CHRISTMAS ISSUE 
The Christmas Canticles. By Arthur Petrie. 
The Ultimate Godsend. By Robert N. Oerter, Jr. 
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HEN asked to recommend books 

that would be most helpful in 

development of the devotional 
life, a noted Christian bibliographer re- 
ferred to authors who wrote well over 
one hundred years ago. Religious jour- 
nals often reprint the writings of the 
Reformers, early missionaries, and 
evangelists when depth is desired. For 
scholarly Bible study the Christian de- 
pends upon the commentaries of Keil, 
Delitzsch, Hodge, and Robertson, men 
long dead. In the field of preaching 
many outstanding expositors of the 
Word of God have passed from the 
scene. Are these men being replaced? 

Are contemporary Christian scholars 
measuring up to the standards of their 
forerunners? Will the perspective of 
time prove them to be as capable as 
their predecessors? 

There are some encouraging signs on 
the horizon: (1) a few religious pub- 
lishers have recognized the demand for 
quality material and have successfully 
recruited a few writers. Although their 
outreach is comparatively small, a step 
is being taken in the right direction. 
(2) The quest for knowledge among 
Christians is growing. (3) There is 
greater opportunity for formal educa- 
tion today. 

However, we cannot wait for time 
to prove our scholarship adequate. 
We must evaluate our present accom- 
plishments. 

What about the 1961 theological grad- 
uate, where is he and what is he doing? 
Assuming the student has had four 
years of liberal arts and three years 
of seminary, we may assume that he 
is qualified to speak and to write well 
in the field of religion. We would 
expect to find him in the pulpit, on 
the mission field, or doing graduate 
work in his field. 

A recent survey reveals that a size- 
able proportion have followed the last 
mentioned. They are pursuing work 
in philosophy, psychology, and modern 
theological thought, rather than devot- 
ing time to exegesis, exhortation, and 
evangelism. 

Is not this development a definite 
change from the pattern of theological 
students of the past? 

Why this sudden consuming in- 
terest in related subjects? Can it be 
that degree-consciousness has developed 
among Bible students? Is there a feel- 
ing of inferiority because one’s major 
is religion rather than a more secular 
subject? Luther, Baxter, and Wesley 
lived in a day when degrees. as such 
were not coveted. A man made his 
mark by individual production, not by 
labels awarded after completion of cer- 
tain prescribed courses, From their ac- 
complishments one readily sees that 
their education was not inferior. A com- 
Parison with results might well lead 
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~ Can This Generation Produce Bible Students? 


By MARGARET GRAHAM 


What is the difference between to- 
day’s Bible training and that of the 
expositors of old? Are too many sec- 
ondary subjects being studied to the 
detriment of sound Biblical scholar- 
ship? Miss Graham, Bible teacher 
and author, considers these and 
other questions relating to a perti- 
nent problem today. 








us to believe our education is inferior 
to theirs. 

Perhaps the change can be justified 
by the fact that scholars of the nine- 
teenth and early twentieth centuries 
so thoroughly substantiated our evan- 
gelical teaching today that further 
work in the field is unnecessary. 
Secondly, perhaps the Enemy of’ Chris- 
tianity has changed his devices and 
is to be fought on other battlefields. 

One questions the validity of such 
justifications. Surely, so long as error 
exists, apologetics must be learned and 
evidences of truth presented forcibly. 
Secondly, although the battlefields may 
change, the battle is the same. The 
present-day theological student can 
win his battle in the same way his 
forefathers did—by a positive pursuit 
and sharing of the truth of God’s Word 
with only a secondary interest in re- 
lated subjects. 

With the swing away from strictly 








My Pilot 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


CARE not if the tempest rage, 
Nor if the billows roar, 
I care not if the surges roll 
And crash upon the shore: 
I have a Pilot in my ship 
Whom wind and wave obey; 
And when He whispers, “Peace, be 
still!” 
The storm must die away. 


I care not if the sky be black, 
And wild the lightning flash, 
I care not how the fierce winds blow, 
Nor how the thunders crash: 
I have a Pilot in my ship 
Who made the mighty sea; 
Who made the thunders, winds, and 
storm— 
And He abides with me. 


I care not if the waves wash high, 
If treacherous waters roll 

O’er hidden bar and jagged rock, 
Or over perilous shoal: 

I have a Pilot in my ship 
Who knows the trackless sea, 

And He will guide me safely Home 
To His Eternity. 





Courtesy Evangelical Christian, Toronto. 








Biblical pursuits, is there not also a 
waning of evangelistic fervor? The 
critic who says that a Christian intel- 
lectualism has developed might well 
substantiate his view by looking at the 
failure of modern students to win souls. 
Indeed, has a Christian intelligentsia 
supplanted godly scholarship? Has an 
erudite vocabulary become the badge 
for a “brain-trust” elite? 

If these charges are true to any de- 
gree, there is undoubtedly an under- 
lying cause. If the charges are not 
true, even the most optimistic observer 
must concede that this generation is 
not producing as many scholars as are 
needed. Why? 

Compare the educational philosophies 
and systems of the past with the pres- 
ent. 

The Reformers had what is known 
as a “classical education” with heavy 
emphasis upon languages. The philos- 
ophy was authoritarian. In religion 
dogmatic theology was imposed. Demo- 
eratic Christians might frown upon this 
rather parochial view. However, the 
basic tools of education were given 
Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin. Awakened 
by the Spirit of God to the errors of 
their day, the Reformers had the tools 
with which to articulate their differ- 
ences and to formulate systematic truth. 
The authority of the Word of God 
supplanted the former authority. The 
Scriptures came to dominate all think- 
ing. 

The nineteenth century students of 
the Bible were sometimes lacking in 
formal education, but they were men 
of the Book with unwavering confi- 
dence in its authority and sufficiency. 
The writings of their predecessors were 
read thoughtfully, but they were voices, 
not echoes! 

When twentieth century liberalism 
sprang up, seminary graduates were in 
part able to resist and present brilliant 
defenses of the Gospel. Their prepara- 
tion in the original languages and other 
content studies enabled them to do this. 

To find out why our generation is not 
producing Bible students, we must ex- 
amine the underlying philosophy of 
some Christian institutions. What 
about modern Christian education—is 
it authoritarian? 

There can be no denial that Dewey’s 
philosophy has had a bearing upon 
Christian pedagogy. The theology of 
Barth, although not accepted in essence, 
has led conservative professors to a 
position of “let the student decide,” an 
attitude in keeping with Barthian inter- 
pretation. The guidelines of tradi- 
tional interpretation are obscured by 
this method of presentation because the © 
evangelical position is presented with 
no more conviction than the beliefs of 
Brunner or Kierkegaard. As demo- 


(Continued on page 958) 
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Jesus Christ, Sovereign of the Mind 


By HUDSON T. ARMERDING 


HRISTIANS today are peculiarly 

susceptible to an unprecedented 

assault made upon their sensibil- 
ities by the various media of commun- 
ication through which we endeavor to 
keep informed. Over 3,500 AM and 
more than 750 FM radio stations 
blanket the nation with their programs. 
Nearly 600 television stations seek the 
attention of Americans. The National 
Association of Broadcasters has com- 
puted the average watching time of 
our citizens to be three hours and 
twenty minutes daily. 

In the realm of publications we are 
faced with an enormity of production 
that is a challenge to both the imagi- 
nation and the judgment. According to 
the Audit Bureau of Circulation, the 
newspapers of our nation print nearly 
60,000,000 copies daily, while the total 
of monthly magazines each thirty days 
is over 187,000,000. Equally impressive 
are the statistics concerning books. In 
1959, new editions numbered 14,876, an 
increase of approximately 1,400 over 
1958 and the highest in the twentieth 
century. Of these editions, novels led 
the list with 1,943. These together with 
other works already in print, but ex- 
cluding such items as texts and en- 
cyclopedias, resulted in the production 
of the enormous total of 622,163,000 
copies. Never has it been more true 
that “of making many books there is 
no end.” 

In the light of all this perhaps we 
could conclude that these opportunities 
were being properly used by our citi- 
zens and that the results must be prog- 
ress in all dimensions of our national 
life. There is reason, however, to ques- 
tion this conclusion. 


America’s Literary Tastes 

A few years ago Alice Payne Hackett 
wrote a book entitled Sixty Years of 
Best Sellers, 1895-1955. In this work she 
sought to catalog the reading tastes of 
Americans exclusive of such a tradi- 
tional best seller as the Bible. Her 
findings are illuminating. Of the fifteen 
volumes that enjoyed the largest sales 
in the period studied three were in- 
Spirational books (including In His 
Steps by Charles Sheldon), two were 
cook books, one was.a volume on baby 
care, and nine were novels. Of these 
nine, seven were by Mickey Spillane. 
In commenting on this, Louis Housman 
of the New York State Association of 
Radio and Television Broadcasters said 
that if the computation had been ad- 
vanced to 1959, God’s Little Acre by 
Erskine Caldwell (published in 1933) 
would have been in first place, while 
Peyton Place by Grace Metalious (is- 
sued in 1956) would have been second. 
From this can be gained some insight 
into the literary tastes of our people. 

Moreover, such an insight is sup- 
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The Christian’s mind is undergoing 
an unparalleled assault today. Dr. 
Armerding, former Dean of Gordon 
College and now teaching history at 
Wheaton College, shows what it 
means to “bring into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Christ.” 








ported by the acceptance accorded by 
the public to the entertainment world 
of motion pictures and television. Out- 
cries against the violence, immorality, 
and perversion being portrayed do not 
change the harsh truth that such fare 
would not be merchandised without 
customers. Indeed, the prosperity of 
those who produce such material for 
public consumption is in itself a com- 
mentary on the value judgments being 
exercised by our people. 


Our Weak Moral Life 

Nor is this simply an academic or 
theoretical issue. While the cause-and- 
effect relationship of mental concep- 
tions to our behavior pattern may still 
be debatable, it seems clear that for 
whatever reason, the moral and ethical 
life of our nation is not sound. The 
Bureau of Vital Statistics of the De- 
partment of Health, Education, and 
Welfare estimated marriages for 1959 
to number 1,494,000, but in this same 
period divorces were approximately 
396,000. And while difficult to compute, 
unwed motherhood among teen-age girls 
was thought to have been in excess of 
120,000. 

In viewing the incidence of crime 
the prospect is equally alarming. It 
has been estimated that in 1959 an 
average of three serious crimes were 
committed each minute. Major offenses 
were 69 per cent greater than in 1950 
and 128 per cent greater than in 1940. 
J. Edgar Hoover reported that in our 
major cities for the first three months of 
1961 forcible rape was up 41 per cent 
over the same period last year, and kill- 
ings were up 38 per cent. Tragically, 
12.3 per cent of all persons arrested in 
1959 were under 18 years of age and 
approximately 20 per cent were still un- 
der 21. 

Nor is this all that can be said. In 
reviewing the statistics relating to meéed- 


ical care one is struck with the fact . 


that mental and emotional illness has 
become of primary concern, even in 
competition with such well-known 
maladies. as heart disease and cancer, 
and that following hard upon these is 
alcoholism. This problem which is 
common to more than five million 
Americans and adversely affects mil- 
lions more is again an index of a 
profound personal -need for which an 
inadequate remedy has been sought in 
alcohol. The direct personal loss issu- 


ing from this affliction is reported to be 
more than a billion dollars. 

Faced with this situation in his 
culture, the Christian may understand- 
ably be prone to withdraw and isolate 
himself as much as possible from such 
conditions. Yet if he is to be an 
obedient servant of Christ, this is not 
his option. When the Lord prayed for 
His own, He particularly mentioned 
that He did not ask for them to be 
taken out of the world. Instead, He 
requested that they be kept from the 
evil. Moreover, in describing to His 
disciples the responsibility that was to 
be theirs, He said they were to shine 
as lights in the world and to be the 
salt of the earth. Nor can the Christian 
forget that in the great commission 
there are found the words “into all the 
world.” Withdrawal, then, would be 
disobedience and failure to share in the 
redemptive plan of God for those so 
manifestly in need of salvation. 

Moreover, the Christian has an obli- 
gation to ascertain the revelation of 
God in the physical and human crea- 
tions and correlate this with the Scrip- 
tures. The process by which this 
insight is developed is fraught with 
painful questionings, and perhaps un- 
welcome reassessments. But the result 
is a maturity that is revealed most 
effectively by careful thinking and 
evaluation. 


Opportunity and Danger 

It is precisely -here that the Chris- 
tian’s greatest opportunity is also his 
most serious danger, for knowledge in 
and of itself is not all there is to mental 
and spiritual growth. In fact, percep- 
tiveness is more a gift than a virtue; 
it is the way in which the gift is 
employed that is the critical issue. 
Note the illustration of Solomon. In 
response to his request, God gave him 
wisdom which in the human commun- 
ity was without parallel. Yet we read 
the tragic conclusion to this man’s life 
and are moved to ask, “Why?” How 
could a man so highly favored with 
intellectual endowments become an 
idolator? Was not the law of God 
clear even to those of much more 
limited capabilities? 

The answer to these questions is that 
the proposition which suggests that to 
know the good is to do the good simply 
is not sustained by human history. In 
fact, it is invalidated by the clear teach- 
ing of the Word of God. 

In 2 Corinthians 10:5 the Apostle Paul 
provides a directive for the Christian's 
mental exercise that involves this very 
issue. He speaks of reasonings and 
high things that exalt themselves 
against the knowledge of God. This 
suggests to us that in the human mind 
there are two contradictory standards 
of knowledge, and the individual is 
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faced with the problem of choosing 
one of these. 

We recall the beginning of all this 
in human history. The temptation in 
the Garden basically was not to some 
utilitarian advantage. Nor did_ it 
beckon to some new area of informa- 
tion or data. Instead, it was that Adam 
and Eve would become like God in 
being able to judge between good and 
evil. To be sure, they manifested the 
proper behavior pattern of those who 
knew they had done wrong. But as 
the human race developed, the contri- 
tion of Adam and Eve was displaced 
by presumption, so that in the Second 
Psalm the kings and rulers are accu- 
rately reported to be in rebellion 
against the cords and bands of God. 

The end product of these reasonings 
and buttresses of defense against the 
knowledge of God is vividly por- 
trayed by the Apostle Paul in Romans 
one. Here it is made clear that the 
problem was not ignorance, for the 
Scripture says these “knew” God. Note 
however that they failed to evaluate 
Him as deity and as a consequence 
beclouded their spiritual vision. The 
results were vain reasonings, darkness 
of heart, and then the exaltation of 
the creature as god in place of the 
Creator. From this state there could 
be no results but the grossness and 
perversions of sinful, rebellious be- 
havior. 

In summary we have here a key to 
the problem of today’s personal and 
social malady. Disobedience has issued 
in spiritual deception, which in turn 
has driven man to deify the human 
and unworthy and relegate God to an 
irrelevancy. Note the literacy rate of 
Germany and Japan prior to World War 
Il. Both were virtually completely 
literate, but the behavior pattern of 
these nations evoked the indignation 
and censure of the free world which, 
appealing to principles consistent. with 
Scripture relating to the individual and 
the rule of law, condemned the excesses 
of totalitarianism. 

Hence there is a task that faces the 
Christian. It is one demanding rigorous 
mental discipline and spiritual insight. 
Since what we are is determined by 
our inner heart attitude, it is impera- 
tive for the Christian to identify and 
cast down every feasoning or defense 
that challenges the knowledge of God, 
however perceived. To fail in this is 
to invite spiritual blight and ultimate 
disaster. Thus, the mind, more than 
ever before, is the crucial area in 
which discipleship is determined. What 
follows is simply the product of this 
crucial exercise. Thank God the Holy 
Spirit is present to enable us to succeed 
in this encounter. 

The proper subordination of that 
which is in opposition to the knowledge 
of God, while confessedly necessary, is 
negative and incomplete. To remain 
in this state might well be to fall prey 
to the situation our Lord cited regard- 
ing the individual whose habitation 
was “empty, swept and garnished.” 
Into this vacuum came demons worse 
than the first, resulting in a more un- 


initial cleansing. This the Christian 
can and must avoid, and 2 Corinthians 
10:5 suggests the means whereby this is 
to be done. 

In considering the injunction to lead 
captive every thought to the obedience 
of Christ, some have suggested that 
despite the Greek text, the passage 
should read “into obedience to Christ.” 
But the subordination of the mind or 
its thoughts to Christ as Sovereign 
scarcely needs this text for support. 
Elsewhere Christ is .set forth as the 
one in whom locates the wisdom of 
God and who by the creation and the 
incarnation rightfully stands before 
men as the source and standard of 
truth. Moreover, the Christian by re- 
demption has been “bought with a 
price” and in such a state comes under 
the sovereignty of Christ in thought as 
well as word and deed. God’s assess- 
ment of man issues from His inspec- 
tion of the heart, out of which are the 
issues of life. The centrality of the 
inner life thus logically brings- it under 
the sovereignty of Him who is Lord 
of all. 

Let us then consider the actual word- 
ing of this verse, for it has profound 


"implications for the Christian seeking 


something tangible to which he may 
relate his own practice of mental dis- 
cipline. The obedience of Christ stands 
as one of the major aspects of His 
earthly ministry. Think of the fact 
that Christ’s obedience was not gov- 
erned by circumstance or crisis, but 


The Rapture First—2. 


By the Rev. DOUGLAS M. WHITE 


fortunate situation than before the’ 


was a deliberate, informed act of the 
will. Matthew records for us the re- 
peated statements of our Lord in which 
He not only indicated that He was to 
suffer and die, but also gave details 
of His death and resurrection. For 
example, in Matthew 16:21 He indi- 
cated He was to go to Jerusalem, suffer 
and die, and be raised the third day. 
In chapter 17, verse 22, He indicated 
He would be betrayed. In chapter 20, 
verses 18 and 19, He adds the details 
regarding mocking and scourging and 
the crucifixion. Again in chapter 
26, verse 2, He repeats His prophecy, 
indicating that His crucifixion would 
come at the time of the Passover, and 
then commends the anointing by Mary 
as done for His burial. Were these 
simply premonitions? No, they issued 
from the aquaintanceship that Jesus as 
God the Son had with the great re- 
demptive plan of God. Indeed, this 
same Gospel reiterates again and again 
“that the Scriptures might be fulfilled.” 
Thus Christ fully knew what this obedi- 
ence was to cost and the blessing that 
was to follow. As Hebrews 12:2 puts it, 
“Who for the joy that was set before 
him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.” 

Thus the obedience of Christ suggests 
two aspects of His knowledge. First, 
He was fully aware of the price He 
must pay; it was His very life. More- 
over, He was to be the sin offering 
and was to be forsaken by God at 
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In the second of his three-part series, Mr. White cites Scriptural evidence 
that God’s mercy precedes His judgment, hence the Church will not go 
through the Great Tribulation. 


O KEEP the believers on earth 

through the tribulation period 
would be entirely out of line with the 
consistent procedure of God. Con- 
sider the judgment of God in the days 
of Noah. “And as it was in the days 
of Noe, so shall it be also in the 
days of the Son of man. They did eat, 
they drank, they married wives, they 
were given in marriage, until the day 
that Noe entered the ark, and the 
flood came, and destroyed them all” 
(Luke 17:26, 27). The Old Testament 
provides a number of examples that 
reveal God’s method with man, in 
regard to His judgment upon human 
wickedness. There seems to be a divine 
pattern in all of them, which is seen in 
this, the first wholesale judgment upon 
rebellious humanity. 

Despite the continued warnings of 
Noah, that “preacher of righteousness,” 
over an extended period of time, of an 
inevitable and impending judgment, his 
generation totally ignored him and his 
message. The people continued to live 
as though God were impotent. They 
thought no such disaster could possibly 
overtake them. 
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God was true to His word and to His 
preacher. Judgment fell upon them as 
had been predicted. There is much 
significance to be attached to the judg- 
ment of the flood in connection with 
the second coming of Christ, but only 
one thing concerns us at this time. It 
was only after Noah had “entered the 
ark, and the flood come, and destroyed 
them [sinners] all.” Not one believer 
was left to drown with the wicked, but 
all were in the ark before the rain 
began to fall. God had shut the door, 
totally shutting the believers in and 
the sinners out, before the judgment 
began. 

Notice the judgment of God in the 
days of Lot. “Likewise also as it was 
in the days of Lot; they did eat, they 
drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; but the same 
day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimstone from heaven, 
and destroyed them all. Even thus 
shall it be in the day when the Son of 
man is revealed” (Luke 17: 28-30). 

Here again we see the same indiffer- 
ence and unconcern (so prevalent to- 
day) and the same sort of unrestrained 
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wickedness in the days of Lot as in 
Noah’s day. However, in this case they 
did not have the testimony of a godly 
man like Noah. The testimony of Lot 
was completely nullified by his com- 
promise. I suspect that we would have 
classified Lot with the unregenerate, 
and would have concluded that he 
never had been saved, if divine revela- 
tion had not declared that God 
“delivered just Lot, vexed with the 
filthy conversation [manner of life] of 
the wicked” (2 Pet. 2:7). That may 
upset some things we would like to 
believe, but we are obliged to accept 
it, regardless. 

Despite his failure and his loss of 
influence, Lot was a true believer, and 
God delivered him. Again, it was after 
“Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire 
and brimstone from heaven, and de- 
stroyed them [sinners] all.” The ac- 
count of Lot’s reluctant removal from 
Sodom, taken in the light of Abraham’s 
prayer recorded in the preceding chap- 
ter, shows that the righteous, the true 
believer (regardless of whether or not 
he is living up to his privileges and 
holy calling) will not participate in the 
Great Tribulation. Obviously there 
were none righteous in Gomorrah. 

But what about Lot’s wife? The 
same is portrayed in her experience. 
God deals severely with recalcitrant 
children. Many have gone to an early 
grave because they were stubborn and 
unrelenting. Lot’s wife was severely dis- 
ciplined because of willful disobedience, 
but even she was not consumed with 
the Sodomites. God could have left 
her in Sodom, but He didn’t. We are 
cautioned to “remember Lot’s wife” be- 
cause something comparable could 
happen to us for the same reason. 

The judgment of God was exercised 
again in the days of Moses. The Isra- 
elites were protected during the pre- 
liminary judgments in Egypt, while 
Pharoah was being given opportunity 
to repent and obey God. What a mar- 
velous display of divine grace and 
patience, the longing to extend mercy, 
even at the expense of His people who 
had experienced such prolonged suffer- 
ing already! 

However, when it came to the final 
issue, when the patience of God ex- 
pired and the Egyptians were to be 
totally destroyed, God brought His 
people through in safety to the other 
side of the Red Sea. 

“But the children of Israel walked 
upon dry land in the midst of the sea; 
and the waters were a wall unto them 
on their right hand, and on their left. 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out 
of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel 
saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea 
shore. And Israel saw the great work 
which the Lord did upon the Egyptians: 
and the people feared the Lord, and 
believed the Lord, and his servant 
Moses” (Exod. 14:29-31). Not one 
Egyptian escaped that day, nor did one 
Israelite perish. Israel (in totality) 
was high and dry on the other side 
before the Egyptians were destroyed. 
The walls of water could not be re- 
leased tuntil every Israelite was safe 
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on the other side, “The Lord, having 
saved the people out of the land of 
Egypt, afterward destroyed them that 
‘believed not” (Jude 5). 

There was judgment also in the days 
of Joshua. As Israel began to possess 
their possessions in the Land of Prom- 
ise, they came to the city of Jericho. 
In most cases they were either directed 
or permitted to take the spoil of their 
enemies after the conquest. In this 
case it was different. Jericho was de- 
voted to judgment. It was a city of 
heathen vileness and was to be de- 
stroyed from the face of the earth. 
In fact, Joshua uttered a curse upon 
its restoration, saying: “Cursed be the 
man before the Lord, that riseth up 
and buildeth this city Jericho” (Josh. 
6: 26). 

Still, even in that vile city of Jericho, 
there was a “household of faith” that 
was not permitted to perish with the 
inhabitants of that place. “And the 
young men that were spies went in, 
and brought out Rahab, and her father, 
and her mother, and her brethren, and 
all that she had; and they brought out 
all her kindred, and left them without 
the camp of Israel. And they burnt 
the city with fire, and all that was 
therein” (Josh. 6:23, 24).- It was not 
until Rahab and her entire family were 


William Carey 








in a place of safety that the city was 
destroyed. “By faith the harlot Rahab 
perished not with them that believed 
not” (Heb. 11:31). Jericho could not 
be destroyed until Rahab was removed. 


Incidentally, this account reveals the 
wonderful breadth of the grace of God. 
It matters not what the past has been, 
provided we are in Christ; we are 
finally accepted of God based entirely 
upon what we are in Christ. 


Certainly these prominent occasions 
upon which the patience of God ran 
out, and His wrath upon the ungodly 
was revealed, are indicative of the con- 
sistent procedure of God in dealing 
with His own upon such occasions. 
Often He finds it necessary to deal 
with His own in severe measures 
(though always in love), but not in 
His wrath. Even His disciplinary meas- 
ures, exercised upon the redeemed, are 
motivated by grace, and tempered 
with divine mercy. One thing seems 
to be certain, in the economy of God— 
mercy is withdrawn before His wrath 
is revealed. “Much more then, being 
now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him” 
(Rom. 5:9). Surely that holds good for 
time and eternity. 


(To be continued} 


Inspiration from a father of modern missions 


NE of the names that stands out in 

the history of the Church is that 

of William Carey, who set an example 

missionaries have since followed in 

every land in which they have pro- 
claimed the message of the Gospel. 

He was born two hundred years ago 
(August 17, 1761) in a humble cottage 
in the village of Paulerspury, in North- 
amptonshire in England. Because his 
father was schoolmaster of the village, 
William had some educational advan- 
tages. He loved reading books on 
travel and natural history; and with 
the help of a friend he also made some 
progress in the study of Greek, Latin, 
Hebrew, French, and Dutch. He used 
to say to his mother, “If I begin a 
thing, I must go through with it.” 

At fourteen years of age he had been 
apprenticed to a shoemaker, and four 
years later, a fellow apprentice led him 
to Christ, and persuaded him to join 
the local Baptist church. 


That event in his life turned Carey’s 


love of adventure and exploration into 
an entirely new channel. He began to 
preach in his own village and in other 
places; later he was put in charge of a 
small congregation, where the salary 
was so small that he was obliged to 
continue with his shoemaking in order 
to make ends meet. Much of his time 
was spent in long tramps to sell the 
shoes that he had made and to seture 
the mending of others. 

In addition to his work as a preacher, 


By EVA M. BESTLEY 


he also taught in a local school, and 
it was while teaching geography to the 
children in his class that the idea of 
foreign missions first entered his mind. 
He hung up a largé map in his shop 
and gazed at it from time to time when 
at his work, writing against each coun- 
try whatever information about it he 
had been able to collect. His sermons 
were based constantly on the theme of 
missionary enterprise. 

At a conference held in Northampton, 
Carey addressed his fellow ministers 
on “the duty of Christians to attempt 
the spread of the Gospel among the 
heathen.” 

The president at once sprang up from 
his seat in displeasure and exclaimed: 
“Sit down, young man! When God wills 
to convert the heathen world, He will 
do it without your aid, or mine.” Si- 
lenced thus by his brethren, Carey pro- 
ceeded to write down what he had not 
been allowed to speak, and he later set 
to work to express his views on the 
need for missionary work and pub- 
lished them in the form of a pamphlet. 

In 1789 an invitation from a church 
at Leicester to become their minister 
placed him in somewhat more comfort- 
able circumstances, and he moved there 
with his wife and family. He later be- 
gan to take steps toward the establish- 
ment of a society for promoting the 
conversion of the heathen, but he 
received little encouragement from his 
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GROWTH THROUGH ADORATION 
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December 17 





Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Luke 1:39 And Mary arose in those days, and went into the 
hill country with haste, into a city of Juda; 

40 And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted 
Elisabeth. : 

41 And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the 
salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elisa- 
beth was filled with the Holy Ghost: 

42 And she spake out with a loud voice, and said, Blessed 
art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. 

43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? 

44 For, lo, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded 
in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 

45 And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a 
performance of those things which were told her from the 
Lord. 

46 And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, 


Luke 1:26-80; printed text, verses 39-55 


Golden Text.—My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour.—Luke 1:46, 47 


48 For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed. 

49 For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; and 
holy is his name. 

50 And his mercy is on them that fear him from generation 
to generation. 

51 He hath shewed strength with his arm; he hath scat- 
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52 He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and 
exalted them of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. 

54 He hath holpen his servant Israel, in remembrance of 
his mercy; 

55 As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his 
seed for ever. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, co yrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious 


ducation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 
Approach to the Lesson 


HE person who offers praise not 
only glorifies God (see Psa. 50:23) 
but also enlarges his own spiritual 
capacity. One of the evidences of the 
Spirit-filled life is an attitude of adora- 


tion. “Be filled with the Spirit... 
singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord; giving thanks al- 
ways...” (Eph. 5:18-20). 

Both Mary and Elisabeth sang their 
own songs of praise, and as we listen 
to them we find our own souls joining 
inthe melody. However, inasmuch as 
we live on this side of the cross, the 
resurrection, and Pentecost, our praise 
should be deeper and marked by. the 
intelligence that consists with the fuller 
revelation. Since Christ has satisfac- 
torily settled the sin question, and has 
gone back to Heaven, all the glory of 
God radiates from His face (2 Cor. 
4:6). It is His face that the believer 
beholds by faith. And as he does so the 
indwelling Spirit produces adoration 
Godward and testimony manward. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 1:39.—‘And Mary arose in those 
days, and went into the hill country 
with haste, into‘a city of Juda.” Mary, 
the chaste virgin of Nazareth, has just 
Teceived the startling message that she 
is to be the mother of the Messiah, 
the Son of God. Submissive and be- 
lieving, she hurries with joy many 
miles southward toward one of the 
Judean cities there. 


Verse 40.—‘“‘And entered into the 


house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisa- 
beth.” Mary was related to Elisabeth 
(cf. v. 36) the godly wife of the godly 
priest, Zacharias. Having learned from 
the angel that Elisabeth had also be- 
come the subject of a special visitation 
from the Lord, she evidently wanted 
to share her own joyous expectations 
with her. , These women had a real 
mutual bond. 

Verse 41—“And ... when Elisabeth 
heard the salutation of Mary, the babe 
leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was 
filled with the Holy Ghost.” It had 
already been declared that John the 
Baptist would be filled with the Spirit 
of God “from his mother’s womb” (v. 
15). And here the unborn prophet 
leaps for very joy, and his mother is 
also filled with the Spirit. Thus both 
Elisabeth and John pay tribute to the 
Lord Jesus. 

Verse 42—“And she spake out with 
a loud voice, and said, Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb.” This is really the Spirit 
of God declaring a loudly pronounced 
testimony, consisting of a double bless- 
ing—one upon Mary and one upon the 
unborn Saviour. 

Verse 43.—“‘And whence is this to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should 
come to me?” Though Elisabeth’s son 
would be great (see v. 15), she dis- 
cerned that Mary’s would be greater. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Because I live, ye shall live 
also” (John 14:19). 
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Certainly it was only by the Spirit’s 
illumination that she realized that 
Mary’s Child would be the Messiah, her 
Lord. Thus she humbly acknowledged 
the great grace bestowed. 

Verse 44—“For, lo, as soon as the 
voice of thy salutation sounded in mine 
ears, the babe leaped in my womb for 
joy.” Elisabeth now interprets the un- 
usual activity within her that was 
occasioned by Mary’s greeting. 

Verse 45—“And blessed is she that 
believed: for there shall be a per- 
formance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord.” This is a 
definite declaration that Mary had fully 
believed the Lord’s word to her through 
the angel. Faith in God always brings 
the blessedness of the complete accom- 
plishment of His pledged word. 

Verse 46.—“And Mary said, My soul 
doth magnify the Lord.” This introduces 
what has become known as the Magnifi- 
cat, the Latin equivalent of the opening 
words. This song of exultation is 
plainly reminiscent of Hannah’s wor- 
shipful outburst when she celebrated 
a similar divine intervention (1 Sam. 
2:1-10). 

Verse 47—“And my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour.” Soul and 
spirit compose the inner spiritual na- 
ture, and thus Mary’s exultation is both 
deep and real. At the very outset of 
her hymn she confesses her faith in 
God as Saviour. This implies her con- 
sciousness of sin. 

Verse 48.—“For he hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations 
shall call me blessed.” This is the 
second time that Mary has referred to 
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herself as the Lord’s handmaid (see v. 
38). The great God: has deigned to 
bless her with a blessing that shall 
resound through following generations. 
Both the angel (v. 28) and Elisabeth 
(v. 42) have already used this beatitude. 


Verse 49.—“For he that is mighty 
hath done to me great things; and holy 
is his name.” God is here acknowl- 
edged as both mighty in power and 
holy in character. Keenly aware of 
Jehovah’s glory and majesty, Mary was 
conscious of the great grace bestowed 
upon her, and here regards the promise 
with confidence as if it were already 
accomplished. 

Verse 50.—“And his mercy is on them 
that fear him from generation to gen- 
eration.” The fear of Jehovah extended 
even beyond Israel at times (cf. Acts 
10:2, 35; 13:26), and to all such His 
mercy reached out. 


Verse 51.—“He hath showed strength 
. he hath scattered the proud in 
the imagination of their hearts.” While 
God’s mercy flows out to the humble, 
He mightily opposes men who are the 
opposite to this. The very power that 
is available to human weakness is 
pitted against that wicked depravity 
that makes man a rebel.- 


Verse 52—“He hath put down the 
mighty from their seats, and exalted 
them of low degree.” God thus re- 
verses human standards. Rulers lose 
their thrones and the lowly are pro- 
moted. 


Verse 53.—“He hath filled the hungry 
with good things; and the rich he hath 
sent empty away.” Usually the mother 
finds delight in feeding her hungry 
children, or in feeding hungry guests. 
So does God. He asks only that we 
have appetites. But the self-sufficient 
rich are conscious of no need. For 
them God has-nothing. 


Verse 54—“He hath holpen his serv- 
ant Israel, in remembrance of his 
mercy.” “Hath holpen” means helped, 
of course. National Israel had been 
Jehovah’s servant, His responsible cor- 
porate steward on earth. 


Verse 55—“As he spake to our 
fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed 
for ever.” The nation could claim no 
blessing on the ground of law. Hence 
Mary here goes back to the earliest 
point of Jehovah’s dealing with Israel, 
the unconditional grace promised to 
Abraham and to his posterity. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The eternal and omnipotent God was 
about to bring to fruition His eternal 
counsels in human redemption. “The 
fulness of the time” for the appearing 
on earth of Israel’s Messiah and Re- 
deemer of men had come. The natural 
expectation would be that He would 
work through the official religious 
machinery presently in operation in 
Jerusalem. Both Temple and _priest- 
hood were there, and to this center all 
devout Israelites periodically con- 
verged. Surely, therefore, this would 
provide the stage for the outworking 
of the divine purpose. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. —, 10.—Growth Through Bi- 
ble Study. Luke 4:16-21; 24: 
25- at: 1 Timothy 4; 2 Timothy 
155, 6; 8:10 to 4:5 


Next Week’s Lesson 


13. December 24.—‘“Good Tidings of 
Great Joy.” Matthew 2:1-12; 
Luke 2:1-20 








Official Judaism, however, had become 
cold. Lifeless tradition prevailed. 
“Ichabod”—the glory of the Lord is 
departed (1 Sam. 4:21, 22)—had been 
written over the Jewish religious system. 
Formality had taken the place of faith. 

But man’s failure could not stand in 
the way of the divine program. Hence 
God turned to two obscure but believ- 
ing women, and highly honored them. 
On learning that they were about to 
become mothers of very. distinguished 
sons, they both expressed their joyous 


confidence in hymns of praise to God.. 


The Holy Spirit was mightily at work. 
It was only by His power and in- 
spiration that the miracles were accom- 
plished and the adoration expressed. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The annunciation of the angel (Luke 
1: 26-38) 

2. The acclamation of Elisabeth (vv. 
39-45) 

3. The adoration of Mary (vv. 46-55) 

4. The advent of John the Baptist (vv. 
56-66, 80) 

5. The adoration of Zacharias (vv. 67- 
79) 


Topics for Development 

Spiritual Infilling and Christian Song. 
Our passage today is filled with proph- 
ecy and praise. There are _ several 
astonishing predictions. These are made 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was the angel’s name that 
brought the good news to Mary? 

2. To whom would the Lord God give 
David’s throne? 

3. How long would His Kingdom en- 
dure? 

4. How did Mary indicate her sub- 
mission to the angelic announcement? 

5. Name one in our lesson who was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. 

6. What followed this infilling? 

7. What remark occurs in Mary’s song 
that indicated that she needed a Sav- 
iour? 

For Discussion 

1. Discuss the difference between 
the Holy Spirit’s ministry toward Jesus 
at His birth (Luke 1:35) and at His 
baptism (chap. 3:22). 

2. What are some of the evidences 
of the filling of the Spirit of God 
today? 

3. Discuss the basic essentials for 
Christian adoration today. 


(Answers on page 956) 


by Gabriel, Elisabeth, and Zacharias, 
and they concern John the Baptist and 
the Lord Jesus. There are two famous 
songs—that of Mary, known as the Mag- 
nificat (vv. 46-55), and that of Zacharias, 
called the Benedictus (vv. 68-79). ry, 

The intense activity of the Holy 
Spirit is also very noticeable. In con- 
firmation of this, notice particularly 
verses 15, 35, 41, 42, 67. Then look at 
chapter 2:25-32. The gracious Spirit of 
God was preparing a people who would 
be ready for the Saviour’s advent. This 
preparatory work involved the creating 
of a sense of expectancy. In awaken- 
ing faith He also awakened song. 

Mary’s joyous overflow has _ been 
called the first Christian hymn. She 
struck the keynote, and more followed. 
The experience of Zacharias teaches us 
that unbelief seals the lips (see chap. 
1:20), but in Mary we see that faith 
opens them (see vv. 63, 64). The very 
first use that Zacharias made of his 
restored faculty was to praise God. If 
he had done that at the beginning, he 
never would have lost his speech. 


The New Testament experience of 
the infilling of the Holy Spirit always 
issued in utterance. Sometimes this 
utterance was expressed in a prophecy, 
sometimes in a song. As soon as the 
newly converted Saul of Tarsus was 
filled with the Spirit of God, he began 
to preach Christ (Acts 9:17-20). Years 
later he urged the Ephesian believers— 
and us as well—to be filled with the 
Spirit, and indicated that such an ex- 
perience would produce an upsurge of 
joyous song and thanksgiving (Eph. 
5: 18-20). 


Practical Applications 


When both Zacharias and Mary were 
presented with astonishing news by the 
Angel Gabriel, they both raised ques- 
tions (Luke 1:18, 34). Zacharias was 
sharply rebuked. Mary, however, was 
not rebuked. Why the difference? The 
aged priest had long been praying for 
a son. When the announcement came 
that God had heard that prayer, he re- 
fused to believe it (cf. v. 13, 18). With 
Mary it was quite different. With holy 
confidence in the divine promise she 
merely raised the question as to how 
it should be accomplished outside the 
natural order. She really did believe 
the word of the Lord. Elisabeth's trib- 
ute, spoken in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, settled that matter. “Blessed is 
she that believed,” she exclaimed (v. 
45). 

When God speaks to us in His Word, 
we can rely on His promises and pro- 
nouncements as being trustworthy. If 


‘I disbelieve them, then I make Him a 


liar. Could anything be more impious? 
Every day we accept human testimony 
without hesitation. Yet how slow we 
are to credit the eternal God of truth 
with the same ready confidence! Un- 
belief is perhaps our besetting sin. 
Because of unbelief Christ-rejectors 
will be lost forever. “He that believeth 
. not shall be dammed” (Mark 16: 
16). Because of this same attitude the 


Christian frequently dishonors God and ~ 
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deprives himself of abundance of bless- 
ing. 
Let us be great believers! 


Golden Text 

Luke 1:46, 47—“My soul doth mag- 
nify the Lord, and my spirit hath re- 
joiced in God my Saviour.” It is 
abundantly clear from this outburst of 
praise that Mary was a devout believer 
in Jehovah and a true child of Abra- 
ham. Her renewed inward nature 
exulted because of her unqualified con- 
fidence in the word of the Lord that 
had just been brought to her. She be- 
lieved; therefore she rejoiced. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsSTED HyMNS 


“Hark, the Herald Angels Sing’”’ 
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“How Great Thou Art” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy 
and merciful Father, whose loving heart 
moved Thee to give us our Saviour, 
though it meant grief and pain for Him 
and for Thee, we ask to see more fully 
the wonder of what Thou hast done 
for us sinners who deserved not Thy 
love but Thy wrath. Show us the 
wonder of Thy glorious love and of 
our unworthiness that we may feel 
something of the wonder, love, and 
praise that inspired Mary’s song in this 
lesson. As we see how great Thou art 
in power, in wisdom, in holiness, and 
in love, may Thy amazing kindness 
toward us capture our hearts and make 


‘them Thine forever. So may we pass 


through this life gladly serving Thee 
and doing good at every opportunity, 
and at the last be among that multitude 
whom none can number who cast their 
“crowns before Thee, lost in wonder, 
love, and praise.” Amen. 


FoR THE BLACKBOARD 
PRAISE HIM, PRAISE HIM 
THE GOD OF GRACE 


After the Lesson—The dictionary 
tells us adoration is paying honor to 
a divine being. But real adoration 
must have behind it a deep feeling of 
wonder, joy, and love for what God is 
and does. Charles Wesley, in his hymn 
“Love Divine,” pictures adoration in the 
words of the closing line: “Lost in 
wonder, love, and praise.” 

It is not often we reach the height 
of adoration when we worship because 
it must spring from a depth of feeling 
that is not always with us. 

Mary, in her song of praise in this 
lesson, adored God. She was “lost in 
wonder, love, and praise” at the mar- 
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velous kindness and condescension of 
God in giving her the honor of being 
the mother of the Saviour. We, too, 
at times of special blessing and great 
mercy, can be deeply moved in wonder- 
ing love and praise. Then our worship 
rises to adoration. 

Though such times may be rare, they 
could be more frequent if we would 
cultivate a more thankful spirit. All 
great saints have been notable for their 
thankful appreciation of God’s good- 
ness. Too often we are not awake to 
His rich and constant kindness. If we 
were more mindful of our own un- 
worthiness and God’s great loving-kind- 
ness toward us, we should be more 
thankful than we are and at times our 
gratitude would be so deep and pro- 
found that it would cause us to be 
lost in wonder, love, and praise. The 
more we appreciate the love of God in 
giving us our Saviour and the glory 
and grace of the Saviour. Himself, the 
more we shall find ourselves adoring 
God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Mary arose . . . and went into 
the hill country with haste” (Luke 
1:39).—Mary had received two remark- 
able messages from the Lord, through 
the Angel Gabriel. One was the an- 
nouncement that she was to become 
the mother. of a Son whose name was 
to be called Jesus—Jehovah Saviour; 
the other that her elderly and barren 
cousin, Elisabeth, was to give birth to 
a son. 

The “sound barrier,” so to speak, be- 
tween the two Testaments was broken 
by the prediction of two miraculous 
births, after four-hundred years of 
silence. Miraculous, because one pros- 
pective mother was a virgin, and the 
other was “well stricken in years.” 

Is it any wonder that Mary hastened 
to congratulate her kinswoman, and to 
commune with her about the twofold 
message she had received! 

“And she ... said, Blessed art thou 
among women” (Luke 1:42).—Had Elis- 
abeth been the wife of one of our 
present-day Liberals, she might have 
said something like this: “A virgin 
birth is an impossibility; and it is also 
impossible for an elderly woman to 
give birth to a child. So, Cousin Mary, 
do not be so naive as to talk about an 
angelic visitation. You must have been 
dreaming .. .” But thank God Elisa- 
beth and her husband “were both 
righteous before God, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances of 
the Lord blameless” (v. 6). And, on 
this occasion, “Elisabeth was filled with 
the Holy Ghost.” 
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She was the first member of the 
human race to call the Virgin Mary, 
“Blessed.” Notice, she did not say, 
“Blessed art thou above women,” but 
“among women.” Mary was to be 
called “Blessed” by all generations; but 
she was not to be worshiped by any 
of them. There is neither example nor 
precept in all the New Testament for 
Mariolatry. 

“In a word, so far as St. Mary is 
portrayed to us in Scripture, she is, as 
we should have expected, the most 
tender, the most faithful, humble, pa- 
tient, and loving of. women, but a 
woman still” (Smith’s Bible Diction- 
ary). 

“.. . the mother of my Lord should 
come to me” (Luke 1:43).—Surely ‘it 
was only by the enlightenment of the 


Holy Spirit that Elisabeth could call - 


Mary’s unborn child, “my Lord!” (see 
1 Cor. 12:3). With the record of the 
Saviour’s birth, life, death, resurrection, 
and ascension as given in the four 
Gospels, no one should have any real 
difficulty calling Jesus “my Lord and 
my God,” as did Thomas of old (John 
20: 28). 


“My soul doth magnify the Lord” 
(Luke 1:46).—The soul is the seat of 
one’s affection and emotions. To mag- 
nify the Lord with one’s soul is to do 
it with one’s inmost being. 

Dr. Strong says the original word for 
“magnify” means “to make (or declare) 
great.” We cannot make Him great, 
for He is the greatest; but the ‘believer 
can declare Him great, because He is 
great and because He has “done to me 
great things,” as Mary said. 

Think of being loved, forgiven, de- 
livered from judgment, regenerated, 
made a child and an heir of God, and 
a joint-heir with the Lord Jesus! Think 
of being forever with and like Him! 
The more we think on these great 
things, the more we shall declare Him 
great. Then there will be growth 
through adoration. 


“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour” (Luke  1:47).—Mary’s 
words reveal the fact that she regarded 
herself a sinner in need of a Saviour. 
She acknowledged Jesus as “God my 
Saviour.” In so doing, she sets a grand 
example for all to follow. Those who 
do so are in a position to magnify 
the Lord and to rejoice in Him! 


“ . . He hath scattered the proud” 
(Luke 1:51)—The Lord hates pride. 
He “resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble” (Jas. 4:6). 
Someone once asked a philosopher what 
the great God was doing. He replied, 
“His whole employment is to lift up 
the humble, and to cast down the 
proud.” 

It has been said: “When you really 
come to the Lord, He never sends you 
away empty unless you come to Him 
stuffed full of yourself.” 

I like the way our verse is rendered 
in the George Swann version: “Those 
who shine above others in the thoughts 
of their hearts, he has scattered.” 


“He hath holpen .. . as he spake... 
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to Abraham” (Luke 1:54, 55).—Mary 
concludes her song on a_ prophetic 
note. She foresees the mighty—whether 
Herod, Pilate, Caiaphas, the Caesars, 
“the beast,” “the false prophet,” “the 
king of the north,” “the king of the 
south,” “Gog and Magog”—and all put 
down, and Israel exalted on the ground 
of the unconditional promises made to 
Abraham. 

Israel should unceasingly praise God 
for His promises and mercies. Be- 
lievers today should remember that 
“God commendeth his love toward us, 
in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
= a The ss A ~— es, 325 

A list of the ay eae the year -1962 

ry be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues!”—My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour 
(Luke 1:46, 47, Golden Text). Dr. 
Sewell, an old Methodist, when dying 
shouted aloud the praises of God. His 
friends said, “Dr. Sewell, do not exert 
yourself; whisper, Doctor, whisper.” 
“Let angels whisper,” said he, “but the 
soul cleansed from sin by the blood of 


Christ, a soul redeemed from death and ' 


hell, just on the threshold of eternal 
glory—oh, if I had a voice that would 
reach from pole to pole I would pro- 
claim it to all the world: Victory! Vic- 
tory! through the blood of the Lamb.”— 
From The Free Methodist. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Believing God Rather Than Men.— 
For there shall be a performance of 
those things which were told her from 
the Lord (Luke 1:45). For many years 
the mother of Tom Carter prayed that 
God would save her boy and make 
a preacher out of him. This boy was 
a wicked sinner. He landed in prison, 
but the mother still prayed for him, 
believing that God would answer her 
prayers. One day she received a tele- 
gram from the prison saying that her 
son was dead. For a few minutes the 
mother was stunned. Then she went 
to her room. There she prayed with 
her Bible open before her; she said: 
“O- God, I have believed the promises 
Thou didst give me in Thy Word. I 
have believed that I would live to see 
Tom saved and preaching the Gospel. 
Now a telegram says he is dead. Lord, 
which is true, the telegram or Thy 
Word?” When she rose from her knees 
she wired the prison: “There must be 
some mistake. My boy is not dead.” 
And there was a mistake. Tom Carter 
was alive! Not long after that, he was 
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saved. When he was released from 
prison, he became a mighty soul-winner 
and preacher.—From The Dawn. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs Nebr. 


Speak of Him, Not Me.—For he that 
is mighty hath done to me great things; 
and holy is his name (Luke 1:49). It 
is spiritually hazardous to pedestal 
human personalities, acclaiming them 
“wonderful,” with resultant failure to 
ascribe all honor, as Mary did, to the 
one who is scripturally designated, 
“Wonderful.” It was Paul’s desire to 
send his hearers away, not saying, 
“Isn’t Paul wonderful?” but, “Hasn’t 
Paul a wonderful Saviour?” “When 
I’m gone, speak less of Dr. Carey, and 
more of Dr. Carey’s Saviour,” rebuk- 
ingly said William Carey to Alexander 
Duff who had lavishly extolled “Dr. 
Carey.”—From Bible Expositor and II- 
luminator. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


The Clouds Were To Blame.—His 
mercy is on them that fear him from 
generation to generation (Luke 1:50). 


Never once since the world began 

Has the sun ever once oe shining, 

His face very often we co not ny 

And we grumbled at his inconstan 

But the clouds were really to blame, "not he, 
For behind them he was 

And so—behind life’s ord clouds 

God’s love is always 

We veil it at times with w faithless fears, 
And darken our sight with our foolish tears, 
But in time the atmosphere always clears 
Por His love is always shining. 


—From The Methodist Recorder. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn 
Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


A Blasphemous Celebration.—He hath 
scattered the proud in the imagina- 


Jax their hearts (Luke 1:51). Five 
e 


ars ago a Christian weekly re- 
ported a Communist boast in a Sax- 
ony village that the successful harvest 
was due, not to God and good weather, 
but to men and machinery. The 
“party” organized its own mock har- 
vest festival to impress this view upon 
the local community. The text of the 
festivities was “without God and with- 
out sunshine.” Their blasphemous cele- 
brations proved a little premature, for 
the next day their entire harvest crop 
was destroyed in a storm!—From Life 
of Faith. Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. Prize illus- 
tration. 


Willing To Do Anything—He hath 

. exalted them of low degree (Luke 
1:52). Dr. Morrison, missionary to 
China, cabled home for assistance. His 
board thought of a man of Aberdeen, 
who wished to devote his time to mis- 
sionary work; but when he came to 
meet the board, for examination as to 
his qualifications, his appearance was 
so unpromising that they decided he 
would not do. Then they thought he 
might do for a servant. When he was 
told of the committee’s decision, he was 
asked if he were willing to act as a 
servant. Without hesitation he replied: 
“Yes, most certainly I am willing to do 
anything, just so I am in the work. To 
be a hewer of wood and a drawer of 
water is too great an honor for me 
when the Lord’s house is in building.” 


That unpromising young man became 
the famous Dr. Milne—From The Mis- 
sionary Echo. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


When the Brook Runs Dry.—He hath 
filled the hungry with good things 
(Luke 1:53). 


What shall I do when the brook runs dry, 
And the ravens come no more? 

Thy Father, God, who reigns on high, 

= utmost need can still supply 
rom His exhaustless store! 


From Bishop Frank Houghton. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 


Eng. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 954) 


1. Gabriel. 

2. The Lord Jesus. 

3. Forever. 

4. She referred to herself as the 
Lord’s ready handmaid. 

5. Elisabeth; also Zacharias. 

6. They praised God and they proph- 
esied. 
. 7. She declared that God was her 
own Saviour (see 1:47). 
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My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we will finish learning the 

answer to question 9 on our Scrip- 
ture Catechism card. Question: “How 
should we live the Christian life?” 
Answer: “As ye have therefore received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in 
him: rooted and built up in him, and 
stablished in the faith, as ye have been 
taught, abounding therein with thanks- 
giving” (Col. 2:6, 7). 

Last Sunday we talked about the 
part that Bible study has in our Chris- 
tian growth. Through it we are “rooted 
and built up in him, and stablished 
in the faith.” 

This morning we are going to think 
especially about “abounding therein 
with thanksgiving.” 

Often we forget thanksgiving, but it 
is an important part of Christian liv- 
ing. Did you know that there are more 


verses in the Bible telling us to praise 


God, than telling us to pray? 

David, the man after God’s own 
heart, was continually praising Him. 
The word praise occurs about one hun- 
dred times in the Book of Psalms. 
David praised God for His power, His 
holiness, His loving-kindness, His right- 
eousness, His promises, His mighty 
works, His deliverance, His salvation, 
and many times over for His wonderful 
Word, David praised God for supply- 
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ing both his physical and his spiritual 
needs. The more he praised God, the 
more things he remembered for which 
to praise Him. 

Here are three references that tell 
when David praised God: Psalm 59:16 
(in the morning); 119:62 (at midnight) ; 
119:164 (seven times a day). Don’t you 
think we should praise God more often 
than we do? 

After the Angel Gabriel told the 
Virgin Mary that she was to be the 
mother of Jesus, she went to visit her 
godly cousin Elisabeth. The Bible does 
not say that Mary asked Elisabeth to 
pray for her, but it records her words 
of praise. As we read Luke 1:46-55, 
notice the things for which she praised 
God, that we also can praise Him for. 
First for her Saviour. Though Mary’s 
life was blameless, she recognized her 
need of a Saviour, and rejoiced that 
the Saviour was to be provided. We 
shall never be done praising God for 
our Saviour! 

Mary praised God for noticing her, 
when she was so poor. Although she 
belonged to Israel’s royal family, and 
was engaged to Joseph, also from 
David’s royal line, they were under 
Roman domination. Mary and Joseph 
should have lived in a palace, ruling 
over Israel, but the Romans had taken 
their land and Caesar appointed a king 
to rule over them. But Mary did not 
say, “I hope this means we -will get 
our rights at last.” There is not a word 
about herself or her rights, nothing but 
praise to God. She praised Him be- 
cause He had done great things for her, 
for His mercy, strength, power, and 
wisdom, and for putting down the 
mighty, aising up the humble. 
She prajsed Him for satisfying the 
hungry, and for helping the nation of 
Israel according to His mercy. 

We can praise God for everything 
that Mary did, and more. Her words, 
which we have just read, show that 
she, like her great ancestor David, had 
thought much about God. 

1 Corinthians 3:18 shows that the 
way to grow like the Lord is to think 
of Him and His glory. When we do, 
we cannot help praising Him. 

Now read Romans 8:29. Here we 
learn that even before the world was 
created, God purposed that we should 
become like His Son! Isn’t that won- 
derful? As we read about Him in the 
Bible, and sing His praises we will 
grow more like Him. 

A young man had cancer of the 
tongue. To save his life, his tongue 
had to be removed. The doctor said 
to him, “Is there anything you wish 
to say before the operation? I must 
warn you that it will be the last thing 
you will ever say.” The young man 
thought a minute and then said em- 
phatically, “Thank God for Jesus 
Christ!” 

What fine last words! And they are 
words we should say often, especially 
at this season of the year. And as we 
thank God for sending His Son, and 
thank our Saviour for being willing to 
leave His glorious Home and come 


down to earth to die for us, let us 
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think a while how wonderful God is, 
and how wonderful is the Saviour He 
provided. As we think of Him, we 
will want to praise Him more and 
more. 

As we praise God, we will grow 
spiritually and rejoice His heart. 

“Was e’er a gift like the Saviour 
given? No, not one.” 


FERNDALE, WASH. 


For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 

= of Joy 
(Luke 1:39, 46-56) 

OW we enjoy singing carols at 

Christmas time! We begin long be- 
fore December 25. “O Little Town 6éf 
Bethlehem,” “Silent Night,” “Away in a 
Manger,” “Joy to the World.” (If carols 
were not used in the worship service, 
sing one or two now.) Were there 
any carol songs the first Christmas, 
when the little Lord Jesus came from 
Heaven to earth? We say the angels 
sang the first Christmas carol. Find it 
in Luke 2:13, 14. Does the Bible say 
they sang it? Perhaps it was more like 
a speaking chorus. (Verse 14 is the 
Memory Verse for next Sunday.) 

One person made and sang, or spoke, 
a new Christmas carol long before 
Christmas. It was the Lord Jesus’ 
mother, Mary. An angel, Gabriel, had 
just recently told her she was to be 
the mother of this wonderful child. 
Listen to the angel’s promise: (read to 
the class Luke 1:31-33, beginning with 
“thou... shalt call his name Jesus”). 
Quickly Mary packed up her few things 
and hurried away to visit her relative 
Elisabeth, who was also to have a 
special baby, John the Baptist. As the 
two women spoke of the wonders that 
God had done for them, especially 
about Mary’s becoming the mother of 
the Lord Jesus, Mary sang her song— 
or recited her poem. Does the Bible say 
she sang? (v. 46.) 

Mary began with praise to God for 
what He had done for her, and then 
told of His goodness to all God’s people 
in sending the Lord Jesus to earth. 
Let ‘us read the first part about what 
God had done for her (vv. 46-49. Ex- 
plain the difficult words as each verse 
is read). Our Catholic friends say that 
Mary was born without any sin in her. 
heart. But what does Mary say when 
she thanks God for saving her by send- 
ing Jesus? She knew she needed a 
Saviour! Do-we? Can we say for 
ourselves Mary’s song of thanks because 
the Lord Jesus came? “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Saviour’? Has God 
had pity on bad little you, and promised 
you wonderful blessings because you 
believe in the Lord Jesus? Has He 


done great things for you? Then let ; 


us read Mary’s words as our song of 
praise to God for what He has done 
for us this Christmas time in sending 
Jesus so long ago. (Read in unison 


vv. 46-49. The Memory Verse is “My 
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my 
God my 


spirit hath rejoiced in 
Saviour.”) 

Now Mary’s praise centers on God’s 
mercy and power to all God’s people 
everywhere and in all times, because 
of Jesus’ coming. (Read vv. 50-55, ex- 
plaining or paraphrasing the difficult 
expressions.) When will the great 
power of God be ‘shown in saving His 
people from all their troubles and 
enemies? When the Lord Jesus comes 
the second time—not as a baby but as 
a mighty king! The angel promised 
it to Mary. The Lord Himself prom- 
ised it: “When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then shall he sit upon 
the throne of his glory: and before him 
shall be gathered all nations” (Matt. 
25:31, 32a). First, He came to die, to 
be our Saviour from sin; next time He 
will come to be our King. All wrong 
will be straightened out, and all good 
will be rewarded. 

As this lesson progresses, build a 
composite picture by adding appropri- 
ate figures: the Baby Jesus in the 
manger, placed at center; present-day 
child or children singing, at one side; 
angels, overhead; Mary in an attitude 
of adoration, on the side opposite the 
children. A review note: Mary must 
have been faithful in Bible knowledge. 
Her poem is full of Bible quotations. 
(Notice the marginal references.) 


CHARLESTON, MAINE. 


we 


Can This Generation . . . 
(Continued from page 949) 


cratically ideal as this may be, the 
subtle truth is that the human mind. 
becomes the authority in the student’s 
life, rather than the Word of God. The 
fundamental method of presentation 
that characterized the scholarship of 
past generations was an exploration of 
views and a conclusive case of evidence 
for the evangelical viewpoint. Today’s 
method of arbitrary choice leads the 
student into devious paths of nebulous 
thinking and vacillating practice. 
Another area of examination is the 
curriculum. Both pedagogy and theol- 
ogy of the twentieth century have led 
to an emphasis upon methodology 
rather than content. Knowing how to 
preach, teach or write is important, 
but useless unless the student is given 
something to preach, teach, or write. 
This does not mean ready-mix mes- 
sages from the English Bible. But it 
does mean knowledge of Greek, He- 
brew, and a modern foreign language; 
a thorough analysis of the Scriptures 
historically, grammatically, and doc- 
trinally; a survey of traditional philos- 
ophy and current trends of thought; 
parallel history from ancient to modern 
culture and a correlation of literature 
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and art; and, particularly now, an 
acquaintance with the physical sciences, 
anthropology, and archaeology. This is 
his stock in trade from which he will 
carve the message God gives him. 

A third element in the making of 
Christian scholars is motivation. 

Surely the great Motivator, the Holy 
Spirit, is willing to give the Church an 
ample supply of godly scholars if we 
are yielding to Him. Prayer directed 
against intellectual pride is in order. 
Pray for vision on the part of young 
men. Encourage scholarship grants of 
money for study projects. Insist upon 
faculty members and trustees who em- 
phasize content and an authoritative 
presentation. There is no reason why 
this generation cannot produce superior 
Bible scholars. 


CHARLOTTE, N. C. 


Sovereign of the Mind 
(Continued from page 951) 


Calvary. Yet He steadfastly obeyed. 
But the other aspect is also. of vital 
importance. He saw beyond Calvary, 
and this perspective assigned to Cal- 
vary its proper relevance in the whole 
redemptive scheme. 

The results of this obedience are 
equally instructive. Because Christ 
was obedient unto the death of the 
cross, God the Father highly exalted 
Him and validated His earlier state- 
ment that in the Son He was well 
pleased. There is also the statement 
that reveals the results of this obedi- 
ence in Christ Himself, as the writer 
of Hebrews says: “Though he were a 
Son, yet learned he obedience by the 
things which he suffered; and being 
made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him” (5:8, 9). Christ through His 
incarnate ministry entered into a kind 
of completeness to be found in no other 
way than by. the experience of obedi- 
ence. Thus He fulfilled the Word which 
said, “Lo, I come to do thy will, O God,” 
and did so as true man as well as true 
God. 

The third result relates to Christians, 
as Peter says in 1 Peter 2:21. Here the 
obedience of the Lord is set for us as 
an example, and we are enjoined to 
follow in His steps. In so doing we of 
necessity relate ourselves to what has 
just been said regarding the results 
Godward, manward, and selfward. As 
we lead captive every thought, within 
a Biblically oriented and _ Spirit-di- 
rected context, to the obedience of 
Christ, we may expect that this—and 
the behavior pattern which issues from 
it—will be well pleasing to God. Our 
confident prospect is to hear, “Well 
done, thou good and faithful servant.” 

In commenting on this Calvin says: 
“... it is as though he had said, that 
the liberty of the human mind must 
be restreined and bridled, that it may 
not be wise, apart from the doctrine of 
Christ, and further that its audacity 
cannot be restrained by any other 
means than its being carried away, as 






































“The Ideal Investment 
or a Woman” 


A stable lifetime income * no investment worries or expenses 


large tax savings * and great Christian satisfaction 


Women know how important it is to have 
peace of mind. That is why so many of 
them invest their savings in American 
Bible Society Annuity Agreements, often 
starting with as little as $100. 


They receive an immediate income— 
not deferred until old age, as with conven- 
tional types of annuity. And these pay- 
ments, unlike dividends, which increase 
income tax, actually reduce it. substan- 
tially because over 80% of this annuity 
income may be tax free. 


This income is lifelong, unfailing and 
unchanging—and may also continue 
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throughout the life of a survivor if so 
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it were, captive.” And Charles Hodge 
remarks: “It does not matter much 
whether we say that human reason 
must be subjected, or that all the prod- 
ucts of human reason (every thought) 
must be subjected. It is the indispens- 
able condition of salvation that our 
understanding should be brought into 
captivity, led submissive, as though 
bound, into the obedience of Christ.” 

Toward others the implications are 
twofold. Presuming again that the 
obedience of the. mind produces obedi- 
ence in the behavior of the Christian, 
we stand today as those to whom the 
world looks for an example of fervent, 
consistent commitment: But there is 
more. Christ’s example was one of 
obedience in the face of unjust punish- 
ment. He faced-squarely the cultures 
of His day—secular and religious—and 
refused to temper His obedience to ac- 
commodate either. Are we capable .of 
this? I fear that we too often capitu- 
late with scarcely a struggle. And 
since it is still true that no man can 
serve two masters, we end up serving 
culture instead of Christ, our fellow 
men instead of the Father of Lights. 

This leads us to the truth that obedi- 
ence is learned through experience and 
is only undertaken as the Christian 
shares the Saviour’s perspective. As 
the Apostle Paul puts it in Romans 
5:1-5, we glory in the testings of experi- 
ence because we know the results can 
be glorious. 

In this crucial area of the mind, the 
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Destitute Hebrew Christians Plead for Aid 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


At Christmas open your heart to our Lord’s brethren in 
Israel, Germany, Hungary, Jugoslavia and other fields 
where we minister. Read what a veteran missionary labor- 
ing in Hungary for 36 years says: — 


“Only because of your financial support am I able to make 
missionary journeys and preach the Gospel. I am able to 
reach Jews who have never been told about Christ and His 
redeeming power. Also, I am so happy to give relief to 
poverty-stricken Hebrew Christians with funds you have 
sent me. You cannot imagine what this, ministry means to 


lonely, socially isolated believers. Tell your people of our deep gratitude for 


their loving help in our terrible need.” 


A missionary of ours in Israel writes regarding the condition of Hebrew Chris- 


tians whom he visits: 


— “They live in very poor housing and really the heart 


breaks at seeing such poverty. But their faith is unshakeable. Your relief funds 


aid those in great want.” 


Help relieve distress and give joy to those in need this blessed Christmas 
season. Remember particularly the children and aged whom we support in 
Homes. The Lord will surely bless those who share in this His work. 


Write for further information. Please send your gift to: 
INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE, INC. 


Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-T North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, Illinois 
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Christian faces the entrances to two 
gardens. One of these is Eden. Here 
may be seen assembled many named 
by society and history as great. These 
are the sophisticates, the urbane, the 
cultured. Many of their qualities are 
admirable and certainly attractive. Yet 
they have one thing in common, even 
though some may be Christian by pro- 
fession. They have erected a system 
of thought that challenges the knowl- 
edge of God. It is possible that some 
Christian college graduates may be 
numbered among them, and _ they 
beckon others to join the ranks of those 
who have become liberated. Liber- 
ated? Ostensibly they may be free 
from the cords and bands of Gad, but 
insensibly enslaved by the tyranny of 
human sin with its passion and perver- 
sion. Mark well the perspective of 
these; it is limited to the vision of 
human beings for whom time and 
circumstances are the dimensions of 
their knowledge. 

The other garden is Gethsemane. 
There may be seen a solitary figure, 
separated from the huddled disciples. 
He is engaged in prayer so earnest as 
to affect His physiological functions. 
Great drops of sweat, like blood, fall 
to the ground. With reverent step we 
draw near and hear Him as He prays, 
“Nevertheless, not my will but thine 
be done.” Wonderingly we ponder His 
prayer. Is not this He who by divine 
decree is King of kings and Lord of 
lords? Yet He fulfills all truth by 
subordination to the eternal Word of 
God. 

Mark well that the choice before you 
is intimate and personal. It is related 
to your mind. No other human being 
but you knows what transpires here. 
Yet God looks upon your heart and 
awaits your decision. Will you apply 
the-wisdom illustrated by Jesus Christ 
and allow His obedience to be the 
governing principle of your inner life? 
God grant that you may accord to 
Jesus Christ this allegiance and make 
Him the sovereign of your mind.— 
Adapted from Baccalaureate Address, 
Gordon College, June, 1961. 


Scripture Art Calendars for 1962 


HE attractive and helpful Scripture 

Art Calendars for 1962 are now 
ready. The special features of these 
calendars make them desirable not 
only for use in the home but also for the 
Sunday school and church. Daily 
Scripture readings that follow the selec- 


. tions of the American Bible Society 


encourage regular Bible reading. 

The calendars measure 16” x 10” and 
have a ten-inch metal binding at the 
top, with a cord for hanging. Moder- 
ately priced at 35 cents each; 3 for $1; 
12 for $3.50; 25 for $7; 50 for $12; 100 
for $22; they may be had by sending 
your name and address, along with your 
order, to: The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5. Just ask for the 1962 Scripture Art 
Calendar. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 





A Young Bride 
(Sunday, December 17; Luke 1:26-56; 2:1-7) 


HE third and last in the series of 

topics, begun two weeks ago on the 
theme, “Young People of the Bible,” 
has to do with a young woman. Since 
Christmas will be celebrated just a 
little over a week hence, Mary, the 
mother of the Lord Jesus has appro- 
priately been chosen for this week’s 
discussion. 

Because the Roman Church has over- 
laid the character of our Lord’s mother 
with so much that is fantastic and un- 
scriptural, we need to be careful to 
confine our study of Mary to those facts 
that are given us in the inspired Word. 
At no time is Mary represented there 
as other than a simple Jewish maiden, 
and wife, and mother. There is not 
the slightest hint that she was sinless, 
that she possessed any supernatural 
powers, that she experienced any death 
other than that which is common to all 
mothers, that she is entitled to the 
prayers and adoration of believers, or 
that she has now, or ever has had any 
special influence with her divine Son 
on the behalf of others in times of 
trial or for salvation. 

On the other hand, in stripping away 
the man-made myths and fables with 
which Rome has associated Mary, we 
must not fail to recognize the true and 
unique place that is rightfully hers in 
God’s plan of redemption, and we must 
not fail to see Mary’s humility and 
Sweetness and purity and holy faith 
that shine through the Scripture por- 
tions chosen for our topic. 

Like every well-taught Jewish maiden, 
Mary must have cherished the hope 
that she might be the one through 


, whom the Messiah foretold by Isaiah 


the prophet might come (Isa. 7:14-16; 
9:6, 7). -However, her breathless sur- 
prise and her humble response to the 
angel’s amazing revelation show no 
thought that she considered herself 
worthy of so great a privilege. Yet 
the very fact that, of all women, God 
chose her (Luke 1:30) sets her apart. 

It is worthy of note, also, that from 
the very first Mary’s response was not 
one of reluctance or doubt. Zacharias, 
the priest, when told by the angelic 
messenger of the coming birth of his 
son, demanded a sign. But Mary ac- 
cepted the angel’s word, although she 
could not see how it was to be ful- 
filled, and she therefore asked for more 
information. 

We can sympathize with her per- 
plexity. She was engaged to be 
married, but the marriage had not yet 
been consummated. She assumed that 
the child of which the angel spoke was 
to have two human parents. How could 
the birth occur until after her 
marriage? 

The angel’s reply must have been 
overwhelming to this pure Jewish 
maiden, but Mary’s quiet answer shows 
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By JOHN W. LANE, Jr. 


how completely she trusted God, “Be- 
hold the handmaid of the Lord; be it 
unto me according to thy word” (v. 38). 
She was fully aware of the shame and 
disgrace that might be hers in the eyes 
of her fiance and family and friends, 
who would not know what God was 
bringing about. She did not know 
what the future held for her, but she 
trusted that God was there and would 
abundantly care for her—and He did! 
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SOUTHERN KESWICK 
BIBLE CONFERENCE 


YOuR VACATION IN FLORIDA will be complete 
when you attend SOUTHERN KESWICK 
in St. Petersburg, the Sunshine City. Newly 
completed buildings with tastefully furnished 
surroundings, plus fine food and fellowship 
provide comfort and rest in a delightful 
Christian atmosphere. From the platform of 
the 640 seat tabernacle, music and message 
by choice servants of the Lord will inspire 
and challenge you to a deeper understanding 
of God’s word and to practical Christian 
living. Swimming in the pool or in the Gulf, 
water skiing, tennis, fishing, miniature golf 
and shuffleboard are all part of the recrea- 
tional program at SOUTHERN KESWICK, 
your answer to a wholesome family vacation. 


Affiliated with Hill School 


and Radio Station WGNB 
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CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 
1962 WINTER SEASON 


Jan.15-21:JOHN DUNLAP, 
Tab. Church of Norfolk, Va. 


Jan.22-28: LARRY LOVE, 
Billy Graham Evang. Assn. 
Jan. 29-Feb. 4: CHARLES | 
J. WOODBRIDGE, Word of 
Life Fellowship. 

Feb.5-11: GREATER EU- 
ROPE MISSION, Robert.. 
Evans, Eur. Dir. and 

Feb. 12 - 18: ye L. 
FENTON, JR., Assoc. Gen. 
Dir. Latin-America Mission. 


Feb. 19-25: FRANCIS R. 
STEELE, Home Secretary, 
North Africa Mission. 

Feb. 26- Mar. 4: RALPH 
F. STOLL, Pastor, Calvary 
Ind. Bap. Ch. Altoona, ‘Pa. 
Mar.5-11: HAROLD W. 
FIFE, Pastor, High Park 
Bap. ‘Church, Toronto, Can. 
Mar.12-18: MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE, William E. 
Stewart, and others 


’ - 25: PETER 
LETCHFORD, No. Amer. 
= So. Africa Gen. Miss. 

26 - Apr. 1: ROWAN 
PEARCE, Chairman, Ameri- 
ca’s Keswick. 


Apr.2-8: R. WOODWARD, 
Comm. Ch., Va. Beach, ms 


TORREY, P Sse 
‘astor, 

Ind. Church, Lancaster, Pa. 

Apr.16-22: VIRGIL iR. 

WBRANDER, Far East- 
ern Gospel Crusade. 


fee: 23-29: ALLEN BLAIR, 
Glad Tidings, Inc. 
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| Our Kinsman-Redeemer 


The incarnation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and His birth of a virgin is 
a basic truth of our Christian faith. 
God became man. This is not 
merely a phase in time, but the 
sublimest fact of eternity because 
only through human birth and 
normal development could Jesus be- 
come our eternal High Priest, our 
Kinsman-Redeemer. 


Leviticus 25:47, 48 sets forth God’s 
rule of redemption. The Israelite 
who had sold himself into slavery 
could be redeemed only by one of 
his brethren. The redeemer must 
, be a kinsman! Here we have one 
of the reasons for the incarnation. 
It follows that God must become 
man in order to be our Kinsman- 


Redeemer. 


God became our Kinsman. As we 
ponder this our heart is filled with 
overflowing awe. The message of 
the incarnation is the message of 
the “Kinsman” who came to be our 
Redeemer. How we rejoice in this 
truth! But our rejoicing is tempered 
! with sadness as we think of our 
kinsmen according to the flesh who 
do not know of Him who came to 
save His people from their sins. 


Your prayers will help us more 
fully to be ministers of His saving 
grace in bringing the Gospel of 
redemption to Israel so that they, 
too, may come to rejoice with us in 
the incarnate Lord Jesus Christ. 








American Board of Missions ————- 
to the Jews, Inc. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 | 
New York 23, N. Y. | 
Canadian Office: | 
39 King William $t., Hamilton, Ont., Canada | 
I do want to help spread the knowledge and | 
l 
| 
| 











work our Kinsman-Redeemer. ere is 
4 $_...._..._.. Use it as God directs to make 
: known to Israel the saving power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Name 
Address | 
| 
RTE RES A Zone______. State- 
anu aup clin umdunn exbann Sd 
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Now read Mary’s spontaneous hymn 
of faith and rejoicing, as she meets her 
relative, Elisabeth, who also had a part 
in God’s great plan for the birth of the 
Redeemer and His forerunner (vv. 46- 
55). It breathes humility and faith and 
joy, as she realizes that what God is 
about to do with her will fulfill His 
promise to her forefathers (vv. 54, 55), 
will show His mercy to her people 
Israel (v. 54), and that even the Gen- 
tiles and future generations will be 
blessed and will call her blessed (v. 48). 
We see here also Mary’s knowledge of 
and belief in the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures, for they are reflected in the very 
language she uses in her hymn. 

None of us will ever have the great 
privilege that Mary had of being the 
channel through whom the Lord Jesus 
“was made in the likeness of men.” 
But each of us may have a very real 
part in making it possible for Him to 
be born in the hearts of men, by 
telling others about Him, what He has 
done for us, and inviting them to ac- 
cept Him as Saviour and Lord. We 
have the same opportunity that Mary 
had of saying Yes to God in whatever 
He asks of us. 

Will you trust Him with your 
life, and, with that same complete sur- 
render that Mary showed, let Him work 
out His plan for you? (Rom. 12:1, 2.) 





ted by the International 
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Christian Fellowship Cruise 
Party Visits Haiti 
N JANUARY 23, 1962, the third 
Christian Fellowship Cruise party 
will board the Canadian Pacific’s fine 
new steamship Empress of Canada to 
sail down to the warm blue waters of 
the Caribbean. This is the ideal season 
for cruising in the West Indies, with 
every day bright and sunny. The port 
of embarkation is New York. During 
fifteen days of grand relaxation, the 
ship will be stopping at six ports. An 
entire day will be spent in sightseeing 
in four of the islands. 

Port-au-Prince in the Republic of 
Haiti will be the last place for sight- 
seeing, on February 4th. The islands 
of Guadeloupe, St. Vincent, Curacao, 
and Jamaica will have been visited as 
well as the Canal Zone and Panama. 
The Republic of Haiti occupies the 
western third of the island of Hispani- 
ola, which was discovered by Colum- 
bus on his first voyage in 1492. 
terrain is principally mountainous, the 
humid valleys being ideal for agricul- 
ture. The principal exports are coffee, 
sugar, sisal, cotton, bananas, and mahog- 
any. Port-au-Prince is the capital. It 
is a mixture of elegance and crudeness, 
of sophistication and _  primitiveness. 
The streets are jammed with autos and 
burros. Peasant women walk with 
huge baskets of vegetables on their 
heads; there are psuedo-chateaux and 


The’ 


houses on stilts. But everywhere there 
is color and charm. There is a morn- 
ing and afternoon tour arranged. 


A special glass-bottomed motor 
launch will leave the shipside shortly 
after arrival and cruise Sand Cay in 
the harbor, one of the most beautiful 
coral reefs in the entire West Indies, 
Here the water is very shallow and tour 
members will have the opportunity of 
viewing and photographing an amazing 
panorama of marine life through the 
glass bottom of the boat. 

Private cars will take the cruise 
party through the city and out over the 
cool highlands above Port-au-Prince, 
where beautiful suburbs nestle. Stops 
will be made along this scenic tour 
for viewing and picture-taking. 

There is an attractive folder await- 
ing all those who may be interested. 
Send a card to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, 
The Sunday School Times Co., 325 N. 
13th St., Philadelphia 5, Pa. Mr. ahd 
Mrs. Jaeger will be with the cruise 
throughout. Each morning Mr. Jaeger 
will conduct a devotional meeting with 
Bible study. 


William Carey 
(Continued from page 952) 


fellow ministers. His unforgettable 
sermon preached in Nottingham, with 
the two great exhortations—“Expect 
great things from God! Attempt great 
things for God!”—helped to move them 
to action; and the Baptist Missionary 
Society eventually came into being. 

No sooner had the small committee 
been formed than Carey offered him- 
self as the first missionary. His con- 


gregation behaved nobly, putting no 
obstacles in his way. He was now 
thirty-three years of age. One of his 


friends, John Thomas, who had visited 
India and had been moved by the 
plight of the people living there, begged 
Carey to go back to Bengal with him. 
Carey agreed, and set out for India 
with him. 

When they at last arrived in India 


the little party soon found itself 
faced with destitution. There was 
a great deal of illness, and Carey 


was able to do little but study the 
language and endeavor to translate the 
Scriptures into Bengalese. He opened 
a small school and preached to the 
natives in the surrounding villages, but 
without making much impression. 
When other missionaries came to help 
him in his work, they were not per- 
mitted by the authorities to land, and 
the whole party, with Carey, moved to 
Danish territory at Serampore, where 
they knew they would be allowed to 
carry on their work unhindered. 

Some of the missionaries had brough* 


some much-needed funds from England.” 


This enabled Carey to concentrate upon 
the printing of his Bengalese New Tes- 
tament. Meanwhile the missionaries 
went out, singly and in pairs, preaching 
the Gospel to the people in their vil- 
lages. 

The headquarters of the mission con- 
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tinued to be at Serampore. Here they 
had their chapel, their schools, and their 
printing press. With the help of his 
colleagues, Carey built a college at 
Serampore, where the poorest of India’s 
sons were admitted, and given a good 
Christian education. 

Carey was continually revising and 
improving his translation of the Scrip- 
tures into India’s chief languages. He 
also wrote grammars and dictionaries. 
Nothing could daunt him, not even the 
great fire of 1812 when the printing 
works were burned to the ground, and 
priceless manuscripts and types were 
ruined. 

Carey was indeed a prince among 
men. It is evident in his perseverance 
in equipping himself for his life’s work. 
It is manifest by the way in which he 
faced and overcame discouragement, by 
his fortitude in trial and adversity. He 
nursed his wife, who became mentally 
afflicted in India, for more than twelve 
years, and yet he never allowed this 
physical strain to diminish his ardor 
and industry as a missionary. He died 
on June 2, 1834, in his seventy-third 
year, after spending more than forty 
years in India, and never once during 
those long forty years of strenuous 
activity did he return home to England 
for furlough. On his tomb, at his ex- 
press wish, there is no mention of his 
achievements. But his name is written 
in large letters across India’s history. 
His fidelity and devotion will forever 
remain an inspiration to others. 


Lonpon, ENG. 
we 


The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1962 


HE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Les- 

son List of the International Uniform 
Lessons for 1962 is now available. Many 
superintendents and teachers have dis- 
covered that a copy of this lesson list 
in the hands of each pupil can be a 
Teal incentive toward lesson prepara- 
tion at home. It is prepared in a size 
convenient to carry in the pocket or in 
the pocketbook and, when used in the 
regular Sunday school sessions instead 
of lesson leaflets, it may stimulate the 
use of the Bible itself, rather than 
printed excerpts from it. The list is 
also convenient for superintendents to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for their lesson preparation. 

The 1962 Lesson List shows all the les- 
Sons for the year in chronological 
order. Over-all lesson titles are given, 
as well as the Scripture references and 
Golden Texts and devotional readings. 
Specific ‘topics for the various Sunday 
school departments are shown, with the 
Scripture reference for each where 
these differ from over-all Scriptures. 

If you order a supply now, you will 
insure having your lists ready when- 
ever you have need for them. They 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, $2 a 
dozen, or $16 a hundred, from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5. 








Establish Christ-honoring worship patterns 
during the formative years of childhood 
with these new 


CHILDREN’S CHURCH 
COURSES 


... two popular courses that 
teach meaningful worship 
... release childhood energies 
constructively during the 
morning Church hour (also 
ideal for weekday activities) 


These delightful new courses provide a 
change of pace from the Sunday School 
hour . . . channel pent-up energies into 
constructive learning-doing activities. 
Courses are solidly evangelical and 
built on ‘the principles of sound child 
psychology . . . teach vital spiritual les- 
sons. Children learn: how to pray in 
their own words; how to give unself- 
ishly; how to listen and understand 
Bible reading; how to practice the 
truths of God which they hear. 


Beginner Church combines genuine 
worship and learning with a rest-and- 
listen period, a snack time, creative 
projects, and Bible stories in motion 
and music. Ample material is provided 
for a 1- to 11-hour program to keep 
energetic pre-schoolers happily engaged 
in spiritually meaningful activities. 


Mail coupon today 
or see your local Christian Bookstore 


SAMPLE PACKET 
AND RECORD 





Junior Church teaches boys and girls 
the meaning of true worship... pre- 
pares them for church leadership later 
on. Program can be varied from 45 
minutes to 1% hours... includes in- 
struction, worship, basic training in 
church leadership and membership . . . 
provides an ideal opportunity to em- 
phasize the doctrinal distinctives of 
your own denomination or fellowship. 


Get started with this practical Church- 
time‘ program NOW! There’s no ‘time 
to waste. “By the time a child is five, 
his emotional pattern and habit struc- 
ture are essentially fixed,” say educa- 
tional authorities. Send today for 
FREE Church-time packet. We will 
also send you the challenging and help- 
ful article ‘‘Guiding the Preschool 
Child” by Dr. Mary LeBar. 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
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TIMES BOOK REVIEWS 








Feb. 26,1962 21 Days around Caribbean 
Haiti-Puerto Rico, Tobago, Trinidad 
Venezuela, Panama, Guatemala and Mexico. 

Nov. 30, 1962 European Teen Tour (Ship) 
Seminars in Rome, Geneva, Paris, Germany 
and London. 

March 1963 Europe and Bible Lands 
Economy Tour 


Write for full information 


Adventures in Parenthood. by W. 
Taliaferro Thompson. (John Knox 
Press, Richmond 9, Va., $1.45, paper.) 
Box 8000 St. Petersburg 8, Fla. | Here is a helpful approach to problems 
USE THE that recur daily in the home. Parents 


Qu iKEY INDEXIN G RULER dissatisfied with the manner in which 
for BIBLE MARKING, so you can instantly locate | they have comported themselves will 
ramieeee 7 ORLY $1.00 Penal . get many practical hints and sugges- 
Not a color, chain reference, nor memory system. | tions from the author, himself a father 


An ingenious method for marking verses, on sub- | who had to learn some things the hard 


jects of rg choice. 4 : 
ae imeet o t. doubt, @ury is fo = ald for way! Sound judgment is used in choos- 
ible mark: and correlation o! ture ve j : : - 

ever seen, gives amazing skill and accuracy,” wrote ing P ertinent Scripture PASSAgCS aS well 
a Burbank, California pastor, DR. JACK MAC | aS in the quotation of the “experts 


ARTHUR. Never before a Bible Marking System i ; :. 
as FLEXIBLE, QUICK and PRACTICAL for the | "C8@rding the psychological and reli 
layman’s or Bible student’s use. A NEW, VALU- | gious development of the growing child. 


ABLE, PERFECT GIFT for your Christian friends. i 
Comes in an ATTRACTIVE GIFT BOX with 2 | O2€ Could wish, however, that the 
high Ganine aaernee, a, ball point pen for Bible Lordship of Christ would come into 
marking ‘or y focus more frequently as the basic key 
rT oO bar ok Weeden —— to healthy Christian nurture and char- 
(Send as many dollars as you want QuiKEYS. acter. 
Instructions and Bible study helps are included.) x 
The author is careful to warn us of 


M rg G U FFEY § R t A D ER § a child’s mental reactions to such harm- 


ful factors as gross inconsistency on 
After a long and costly search, reprints of the original 1879 








the part of his parents. Perhaps even 
revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s Readers have : . 
been completed and you can now purchase exact copies at the | More might have been said about some 
ee en See eee of the conditions that are such a menace 
4th Reader.._._....$3.50 i ar . rer 
5th Reader $3.75 to wholesome family living in this in- 
secure age. The chapter on religion 





6th Reader_.$4.25 
OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-12, Rowan, lowa | in the home, though strong at some 


The lord is Blessing Our Work in bsrael 


The need for expansion is tremendous. 
We are locking to the Lord in prayer and 
plead that you join us. 














Help Us Keep Them Smiling 


The Christmas season is one of 
great importance to the children of 
our BETH-EL Orphanage in Haifa. 
The house for the “extension” already 
purchased but until fully paid for or 
equipped will not permit the admit- 
tance of more children. 


Dr. Rosenberg, comforting one of our boysp> 





Bulletin free on request. Kindly send donations to Headquarters: 
THE AMERICAN EUROPEAN BETHEL MISSION, INC. 
252 North Dillon Street Dept. ST los Angeles 26, California 


widen your understanding 
of the BIBLE! 
ENJOY GOOD GOSPEL MUSIC! 











listen each sunday 
over ABC and MUTUAL nelworks 


——L 


WRITE FOR FREE RADIO LOG 






DR. M. R. DE HAAN 
Teacher 


RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS 


GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
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Except as noted, these books may be ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order of less than 
$3, please include 15 cents additional; 

please include 5 per cent additional for postage and handling costs. 


and with each order of $3 or over, 


points, is somewhat weak in its failure 
to exalt Christ as the one who alone 
can give victory in situations involving 
tension and conflict—Luther P. Fincke, 


The Cross Still Stands. By Alfred 
Doerffler. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) Those truths 
which center in the Cross are inexhaust- 
ible. These sixteen fairly brief mes- 
Sages are all centered in the Cross, in 
one way or another. Starting with 
“Road to the Cross” the author deals 
with such subjects as “The Pledge,” 
“The. Companions,” “The Confessors,” 
“The Miracles,” and other timely topics, 
concluding with “The Empty Tomb of 
the Cross,” and “The Easter Triumph 
of the Cross.” 

The messages are solidly evangelical 
and understandable for laymen as well 
as ministers. In a series like this there 
is almost bound to be some repetition, 
but not enough to be wearisome. Here 
and there the author states as recorded 
fact something which might - have 
happened, but always in a way quite 
in line with revealed truth. 

Possibly the most unique message of 
the series is the one entitled “The In- 
scription of the Cross” in which the 
author shows the significance of the 
threefold manner in which the inscrip- 
tion was recorded, giving some very 
interesting information regarding the 
background of the three languages. 

There is both information and in- 
spiration in this volume, and it will 
doubtless be the means of producing 
some profitable preaching on the part 
of many ministers, and particularly 


those who are comparatively young in ~ 


the ministry. It will also prove helpful 
to other Christian leaders and workers. 
—Douglas M. White. 


The Unfolding Message of the Bible. 
By G. Campbell Morgan. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $5.50.) Sur- 
prise and delight will be the reaction 
of many Christians to this new, never- 
before-published teaching by G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. Though the author has 
long been with the Lord, we have for the 
first time the culmination of his work 
on the Scriptures. It would have been 
impossible for anyone to produce this 
book except by a lifetime study of the 
Word. As one reads these pages he is 
reminded of how the author came to 
his positive conviction that the Bible 
is God’s message to man. He describes 
this experience in his book that came 
out in 1939, The Bible Four Hundred 
Years After 1538. He tells of how his 
faith, while not undermined, was 
eclipsed. He decided that for a time 
he would stop reading books attacking 
or defending the Bible. “I took the 
whole of those books and put them in 
a corner cupboard. Putting the key in 
the lock I turned it. I can hear the 
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click of that lock now.” Of course he 
opened the cupboard later, but for a 
time the Bible was his only study. 
When asked if he ever read books at- 
tacking the Bible he replied, “Oh yes, 
I am quite amused when I read a book 
attacking the Bible, though I am often 
pained.” In 1912 he brought out Living 
Messages of the Bible, two volumes, one 
chapter on each book. These were. very 
helpful, but still they were not the final 
result of his study. 

Now in this year 1961 Bible stu- 
dents are delighted to have The Un- 
folding Message of the Bible. In these 
more than 400 pages, this beloved 
“Prince of Expositors” traces the un- 
folding of God’s message from Genesis 
to Revelation. This is the most in- 
formal of Dr. Morgan’s books. We seem 
to be having a fireside chat with this 
one who loves to talk about the Bible. 
We listen as he unfolds the Pentateuch, 
“The Sigh for the Priest.” We follow 
him through the historic books, “The 
Cry for the King.” We are led by him 
through the poetic and prophetic books 
in “The Quest for the Prophet.” Then 
we are charmed when we open the 
New Testament and find the real King, 
Priest, and Prophet. We are delighted 
as we find our every need supplied in 
the epistles and we look forward to 
the final victory of the Lord in the 
Apocalypse. For the one who really 
loves God’s Book the reading of this 
volume is a thrilling experience— 
Graham Gilmer. 


Deliverance to the Captives. By Karl 
Barth. (Harper & Brothers, New York 
16; $3.) A theologian at a jail service! 
Karl Barth is generally not known as 
a jail preacher, but this little-known 
side of the ministry of the theologian 
is recorded in this book. Most of the 
18 sermons in the volume were de- 
livered to the inmates of the prison 
of Basel, and they reveal something of 
the heart as well as the theology of 
the man. 

The messages are simple, and they 
were evidently preached with the in- 
tent of reaching the hearts of the crim- 
inals who heard them. They are not 
Scholarly addresses or academic trea- 
tises, but messages from a man obviously 
burdened to reach people with what he 
believes to be the Word of God. But 
just as obviously, they are Barthian in 
viewpoint! The central tenet of neo- 
orthodoxy—that God has spoken to 
men in His Son—is as clearly seen here 
as in any of Barth’s works. Christ as 
the revealer of God is the emphasis, 
and while this is truth, it is not the 
whole picture. Even when Christ is 
presented as Saviour by Barth, it is 
because He revealed God’s hatred of 
sin and love for man. It is not a sub- 
Stitutionary atonement through His 
blood that is the basis for salvation, 
but a revelation of God through Christ’s 
life (and even death) that is. 

Serious preachers and students may 
find this book of some interest even 
though they will not agree with . the 
theological framework nor find the 
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A Present and a Blessing to 
Ci~ Yourself and a Child 
































































SPONSOR A KOREAN ORPHAN 


Thousands Homeless and Hungry 


Nothing will give one of these dear children such overflowing joy 
as the news that YOU have become his. or her sponsor. They long 
for a loving “Daddy and Mommie” or “Brother or Sister”—some- 
one who cares. For only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a day— 
you can bring a needy, desolate child Christian love and care, food, 
clothing and shelter, and school tuition charged for in Korea. Ask a friend to be a 
co-sponsor or interest your Sunday School class or other organization groups. Choose 
your own orphan from among the above. ; 


You Can Save Victims of Tragedy 


No. U-1 above is Kang Soon Hee, a very attractive child of gentle nature and good health. 
Her father was killed by Communist bandits. Her mother disappeared shortly after and 
has not been heard from since. The village Chief cared for her for a short time and then 
brought her to Love Nurture Orphanage. In her case history was found a letter she may 
have written reading in part, “I thank God for this Home where I can learn about Jesus. 
Please pray for me that I may grow up to be a good servant of the Lord.” 

No. U-6 above is Han Song Chul. This dear child was born on Christmas Day 1957. 
After his father died, his mother because of extreme poverty abandoned him and dis- 
appeared. A neighbor cared for him a short time and then had to bring him to our. New 
Life Orphanage. His first name is Song (surnames come first in Korea). How appropriate 
for Christmas! 

You will be glad to know that the Lord is blessing this work with increase and sponsors 
say that they, too, are being blessed. Also they are being THRILLED by the nal 
contact with the orphan they select. Many new sponsors are desperately needed. You will 
get Orphanage picture and history, also life story, picture and address of the orphan you 
select. You can write and send parcels as you wish. Replies are prompt and in English. 
Every day these children are taught the Bible, sing Christian songs and earnestly pray. 
They are led to receive Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and attend church and 
Sunday School regularly. Grasp this God-given opportunity to help bring up a child as a 
Christian leader, sorely needed in Korea. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
4848 North Leonard Drive Dept. ST-12 Chicago 31, Illinois 
———— —————="=CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 


The ESEA is caring for 
over 10,000 orphans. 
children of lepers an 
war widows. Its work is 
known widely because 
its message has gone 
out month after month 
in vereeee wore iene 
ing publicity in this an . 

numerous religious and Soaiaeed is support for (1) first month, (] one year. SEND 
secular magazines. It 
serves more than 12 
million meals each 
year. Help us expand 





C0 lt cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $............... 
C Please mail folder, “Information About Sponsoring Korean Orphans. 





our 108 Homes. Each 4 
one i A Christian, in- NOME crcccccccvcrccsudsvences cuebeds UeMneeWeGnW ss irees Cap nenmnEE : 
stitution w ible- 

believing Staff and BOMIORE:. oo icccvcccccccvccccce besebe Sos Spadeeten we aedue seenene ane 

Board members. Spon- GD onaasccdy oncccuduntes tpeneeeeee Zone... State... .....sseees 


5 Seat 
pcb bess y Vigan «| Gifts of any amount are welcome. All gifts and sponsorings are ineome 


children into our tax . 
THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Homes during Korea’s 
bitter winter. Write or An | ag ym 
phone NOW! Dept. ST-12, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill., Tel, Gladstone 6-6181 
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USE and GIVE 
SUPERINTENDENT'S 
GUIDE 
ALL—New for 1962 
The only complete single 
volume covering a whole 
year.. Leader guidance ma- 
terial—program helps—order of service—desk 
lesson material—pages for records and other 
aids. Comments based on International Sunday 
School Lessons—not a commentary. Size 312x512. 
96 pages — 85 cents — Order from Dept. $$61 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
1816 Chestnut Street Philadelphia 3, Pa. 











STONY 
BROOK 
SCHOOL 


“‘Character Before Career’’ 


Accredited college preparation 
for boys. Distinctive Christian 
training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 














SUPPOSE GOD WANTS YOU 


TO KNOW that it is one of the chief projects of 
that old deluder, Satan, to keep Negroes from a 
knowledge of salvation. 


TO THANK God for the fact that what is done 
for the Gospel of Christ among Negroes hinders 
Communism, even on the mission field. 


TO REALIZE that our faculty and workers long 
to be your Gospel laborers in this very fruitful field. 


TO ENCOURAGE this work of God in our Day 
School, Night School and Bible lessons to Africa. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Georgia 





REMARKABLE BIBLE CHART 
18” x 31” — 4 colors 
Complete map of ancient Bible times with history 
of the human race to the present time, Folded in 
card cover, 444” x 7”. 75c Postpaid. 


Volunteer Publishing Co. Dayton, Tenn. 





PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. S| 


DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 
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Umpire’'s Choice 


66 ARE sorry that you can’t 

play,” said Tom’s friends. “But, 
you don’t have a baseball bat, or a glove, 
either.” 

Tom nodded. “I understand,” he said, 
trying to smile. “Maybe, some day, I 
will have a bat and a fielder’s glove. 
Right now I will be glad to be the 
umpire.” 

“We need a good umpire, too,” said 
one of the boys on the neighborhood 
team. The other boys bobbed their 
heads in agreement. 

Soon, the game started. Tom had 
never been to a major league ball 
game, but he had watched the boys 
play and had read stories and listened 
to his friends when they talked about 
ball games. He stood behind Frank 
Taylor, the pitcher, and watched Frank 
throw the softball toward home plate. 

“Strike one!” Tom called loudly as 
the batter swung and missed the ball. 

It was a beautiful, sunny Spring after- 
noon—just perfect weather for playing 
softball: The boys were playing in the 
field next to the large white house with 
the dark green roof where cross, gruff- 
voiced old Mr. Purvis lived. 

Tom did not know Mr. Purvis very 
well. He had seen Mr. Purvis many 
times, but the tall, gray-haired man 
never smiled, or answered when Tom 
said “Hello.” Mr. Purvis lived all alone 
in the big white house and he was 
working outside, raking his lawn, while 
the boys played ball in the field. 

Tom watched as the batter swung 
hard at the softball. The ball whizzed 
high in the air, soaring across the field. 

“Oh! Look where it’s going!” shouted 
one of the players in great alarm. The 
softball was flying directly at crabby 
old Mr. Purvis! 

All of the boys on both teams picked 


up their bats and gloves and ran away’ 


as fast as they could, seeing the soft- 
ball strike the rake Mr. Purvis was 
holding, knocking the rake right out of 
his hands! 

Only Tom did not run. He gulped, 
swallowing hard as he saw the angry 


man whirl around, glaring at him., 


Everyone else had quickly hurried 
away from the field, knowing how angry 
the old man would be. Tom could 
have sped away from the field, too, but 
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he didn’t. Instead, his heart thumping 
and bumping against his chest, Tom 
walked slowly toward Mr. Purvis.’ 

“Well? Why didn’t you run away 
like the other young rascals did?” Mr. 
Purvis growled, scowling down at. Tom. 
“Fine thing! You boys nearly hit me 
with that softball!” Mr. Purvis muttered 
angrily. 

“I—I am sorry, Mr. Purvis,” Tom said 
quietly. He stooped down and picked 
up the rake that had been knocked 
from the man’s -hands. “I was not 
playing ball because I don’t have a 
ball, or a bat, or a fielder’s glove. I 
was the umpire. I—I didn’t think that 
running away was the right way for 
an umpire to behave.” 

“Oh, you didn’t, eh?” Mr. Purvis said 
harshly. Then, he surprised Tom by 
smiling! “Good boy! I like a boy who 
isn’t afraid to do what he believes is 
right,” Mr. Purvis told Tom. 

Then, while Tom stood holding the 
rake, Mr. Purvis told him to wait there 
for a minute. Tom watched as the tall, 
gray-haired man hurried into his house. 
When Mr. Purvis came back outside, 
he was carrying a big brown bat in one 
hand and a large fielder’s glove in his 
other hand! 

“You can earn these, young fellow,” 
Mr. Purvis told Tom. “Help me rake 
this big lawn of mine, and the bat and 
this glove are yours!” 

“Oh! Why, I—I couldn’t take your 
bat and glove, Mr. Purvis!” Tom said 
in surprise. “They—they are much too 
expensive for you to—” 

“You will earn them,” Mr. Purvis re- 
peated. He grinned down at Tom. “I 
have no use for them,” he explained. 
With a friendly twinkle in his blue 
eyes and a smile replacing his frown, 
Mr. Purvis looked and sounded like a 
different person. 

As Tom helped his new friend rake 
the big green lawn, he whistled hap- 
pily. Tom was going to have a won- 
derful big brown bat and a fielder’s 
glove of his very ‘own. And, best of 
all, he had made a fine new friend! 

Tom was glad, indeed, that the um- 
pire’s choice he had made earlier that 
afternoon had proved to be the right 
one! 

WATERTOWN, WIS. 
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Times Book Reviews 
(Continued from page 965) 


sermons of equal quality or value.— 
Charles C. Ryrie. 


Personalities of the New Testament. 
By Ralph G._ Turnbull. (Baker 
Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$1.95.) The author has provided a very 
helpful instrument for the busy pastor 
in this volume of character portraits. 
Character studies are always interest- 
ing and provide valuable material for 
sermon building. 

Dr. Turnbull directs us to the secrets 
for success in the lives of some interest- 
ing New Testament personalities. I 
have found this book to be a logical 
and trustworthy source of information, 
which will provide spiritual lessons for 
our day.—Carl E. Elgena. 


Trumpet of Salvation. By Norman E. 
Nygaard. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich.; $2.50.) “Pro- 
claim Salvation Throughout the Land,” 
the sermon preached at the funeral of 
William Booth, was characteristic of the 
life of this servant of God. Founder of 
the Salvation Army, General Booth is 
portrayed as one who wooed and won 
Catherine Mumford, who was destined 
to join him in carrying out the great 
purpose of his life. 

This biographical novel casts Booth in 
the roles of husband, father, and origi- 
nator, and leader of a great religious 
movement. 

The story is warm, tender, and mov- 
ing, as it traces Booth’s rise from an 
itinerant street preacher to become the 
leader of a world-wide effort to win 
souls and provide for bodies. Intimate 
glimpses of this fiery personality con- 
tribute the element of human interest. 

This novel should inspire the reader 
to a life of commitment and sacrifice 
for the cause of Christ as well as ac- 
quaint him with the personal history of 
the General and the establishment of 


his unique army.—Robert H. DuVall. 
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Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued 7 the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 11 to 17 


Mon.—Luke 1:5-17. 
Making Ready for the Lord. 


_ To be called “righteous before God” 
is high praise, the kind of commenda- 
tion to which every Christian should 
aspire. As in several other cases in 
Scripture, Zacharias was doing his duty 
aS a priest when a heavenly messenger 
came to him. We may expect God’s 
guidance when we are in the line of 
duty. The angel’s first word to him 
was, “Fear not,” a foregleam of “the 
Brace of God that bringeth salvation” 


(Titus 2:11). Four times these two 
words came from Heaven to men (Jo- 
seph, Mary, Zacharias, and the shep- 
herds), and they were made possible 
because Christ came as the Saviour. 
An outline of John the Baptist’s min- 
istry was given to his mother even 
before he was born. “For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in 
them” (Eph. 2:10). He has a place and 
work for each of us. 


Tues. Luke 1:18-23. 
God of the Impossible. 
It is not wrong to ask God questions, 
provided we do it humbly, trusting 
Him. Zacharias’s mistake was that he 
asked how he should know the truth 
of the angel’s message, when the angel 
had been sent to him just for this 
purpose. So, for about nine months 
he could not speak, because he doubted 


God. Even-today unbelief will close 
,our mouths and spoil our testimony. 


Abraham and Sarah, too, were -prom- 
ised a son in their old age. It is much 
better to be like Abraham, “who against 
hope believed in hope . . . he staggered 
not at the promise of God through 
unbelief; but was strong in faith, giving 
glory to God” (Rom. 4:18, 20). If we 
feel that our faith is weak, the Word 
of God will strengthen it (Rom. 10:17). 


Wed.—Luke 1:57-66. 
A God-Given Name. 
Now Zacharias’s faith rose trium- 
phant over his doubts and the natural 
advice of his relatives and neighbors. 
He wrote on a tablet, “His name is 
John,” 
complete assurance. The angel had 
given him this name early in his mes- 
sage (v. 13). Then Zacharias’s mouth 
was opened at once, reminding us that 
obedience restores us to fellowship with 
God and renews our testimony. Notice 
that the first thing he did was to praise 
God. If we want the hand of the Lord 
to be with us, then we must “trust and 
obey, for there’s no other way to be 
happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.” 


Thurs.—Luke 1:67-80. 

A Father Blesses God. 

David said, “And he hath put a new 
song in my mouth, even praise unto 
our God: many shall see it, and fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord” (Psa. 40: 
3). The same thing happened to Zach- 
arias, “And fear came on all that dwelt 
round about them” (Luke 1:65). The 
psalm that he then uttered is really 
beautiful, and inspired by the Holy 
Spirit. If you want to get an idea of 
what a masterpiece it is, just try writing 
such a psalm of praise yourself. We 
become so familiar with these lovely 
New Testament paeans of praise that 
we have a tendency to be blind and 
deaf to their surpassing beauty. Note 
especially verses 71 and 74, which are 
good ones to commit to memory. 


Fri.—Luke 1:26-38. 


“Son of the Highest.” 


Not, “Blessed art thou above women,” 
but, “Blessed art thou among women” 





December 2, 1961 (Lesson for December 17) 





showing both obedience and . 


was the angel’s message to Mary. This 
is one Scriptural answer to the Roman 
Catholic claims for Mary, which place 
her on an equality with, or even above, 
Christ. She, too, like Zacharias, was 
troubled at the appearance of the angelic 
visitor, but there is no indication that 
she doubted as he did. Again the word 
came to her, “Fear not.” In Gabriel’s 
message we see the delicacy of Scrip- 
ture, which makes the virgin birth of 
Christ perfectly clear, yet without giv- 
ing offense. Mary asked a question, 
but humbly and in faith; so she got a 
specific answer. Then she acquiesced 
and cheerfully accepted God’s plan for 
the birth of the Saviour. This passage 
also makes clear His deity, the fact 
that He was truly the Son of God. 

Sat—Luke 1:46-55. Mary’s Song. 

Is it not wonderful that we human 
beings, when we are redeemed, can 
“magnify” the Lord; that is, act like 
magnifying glasses and help others to 
see His greatness! Mary shows at the 
outset of this lovely song that she real- 
ized she needed a Saviour herself. Her 
prophecy has been fulfilled, for all gen- 
erations have called her blessed. There 
is much comfort for us in verse 50, for 
surely as we fear Him His mercy is 
indeed on us. As Mary thought of the 
wonderful Son she was to have, she 
remembered God’s promises to Abra- 
ham, showing that she knew the Scrip- 
tures of the Old Testament and applied 
them to the events in her life. This is 
what we ought to do as far as we can. 


Sun.—Hebrews 1:1-9. 
“Heir of All Things.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ is God’s last 
word to this world. There is no other 
way of approach to God, and there is 
no hope for those who reject Him. 
Note the eight things said of Him in 
verses 2 to 4. (These are mentioned 
in separate clauses, set off by the punc- 
tuation.) A number of important 
doctrines are found here, which are 
basic to our faith: the deity of Christ; 
His creative power; His atoning work; 
His ascension and authority at God’s 
right hand; His sovereignty; His eter- 
nal character. Perhaps the most im- 
portant personal lesson for us is this: 
He was anointed with the oil of glad- 
ness above His fellows because He 
loved righteousness and hated iniquity. 
May God help us to do this. 


we 


Commentaries are full of fanciful 
symbolic interpretations of God’s signs 
to Moses, but more important than 
their interpretation is the fact that God 
gave them. He is always prepared to 
give signs and wonders to back up the 
claims of His servants. And the signs 
and wonders will be of the sort most 
calculated to speak to the ones we give 
our message to. 
mands the sign of a man whose life 
has power to live righteously and free 
from care in a world of tension and 
sin. It will be given to us to confirm 
our words if we are willing to hear 
God’s call.—Dr. John White. 
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The modern age de-. 












In the true spirit of Christmas giving 






WORLD BIBLES 


Beloved Authorized King James Version 

This Christmas give The Holy Bible...the greatest gift of all. World 
Offers you a wide selection of beautiful, moderately priced editions 
appropriate for all ages. All printed on World Indo-Text, goa 


loveliest of India papers; all with words of Christ in red. 


A. FOR THE FAMILY... Master Art Reference Bible with 

Biblical Encyclopedia, 64 reproductions of famous religious paintings, 
32 in color. Thumb-indexed. Black genuine leather, No. 2846:I—$12.50, 
Hand-grained morocco, No. 2847-I—$18.00, 


B. FOR THE STUDENT... Excellent 
Concordance and many pages of Read- 
ers’ Aids. Illustrated in color. Bound in 
Leathertex. Zipper-closed white, No. 
236CZ, or black, No. 231CZ—$4.50. 
Black overlapping covers, No. 230C— 
$3.50 


C. FOR YOUNG FOLKS... Colorful 
illustrations, easy-to-read print. Self-pro- 
nouncing. Black genuine leather with gold 
Florentine decoration, No. 653—$5.75. 
Black Leathertex, No. 674— $2.75. 
Same, with zipper, No. 656Z—$3.75. 
White imitation leather with zipper, No. 
654Z—$4.00. 


Wherever books are sold 

























D. A BEAUTIFUL PERSONAL GIFT 
... The Heritage Bible, slim, compact. 
New simplified reference system. 
Wonderfully clear type printed on ultra- 
thin Indo-Text Imperial. Concordance, 
Readers’ Aids, maps. Hand-grained 
morocco in red, No, 859C, or black, 
No. 857C—$10.50. Black genuine 
leather withillustrations, No.851C—$7.95. 


LARGE PRINT BIBLES (not shown)... 
New Heritage Bibles with extra large, clear 
type. Simplified reference system, Concord- 
ance, Readers’ Aids, maps, 15 new full-color 
illustrations. Black imitation leather, 

(limp binding), No. 952C—§$7.50. Black 
genuine leather, No. 956C— $12.75. Black 
hand-grained morocca, No. 957C— $21.50, 
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